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edu/releases/feb09/cyrano.htm for more information.
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Hardin's gift a major boost to Honors Program
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the program has been named The Helen
Hardin Honors Program after Mrs. Hardin,

students in the Honors Program. We have set this high standard as a goal to reach by

who passed away last year.

our 100th anniversary in 2012. Part of the good news I have to report is that recent

The gift by Mrs. Hardin, widow of Jabie

enrollment statistics show that we are well on our way of attaining this mark. Last fall,

Hardin, founder of the wholesale food

we had 350 incoming freshmen enter our Honors Program while more than 1,400

distributor Hardin-Sysco, will help the

students overall are now enrolled in the program,putting us ever so close to this lofty

University meet its goal of increasing its

objective.

honors enrollment to 10 percent of the

We received a major boost to the Honors Program when longtime philanthropist

Hardin, who passed away in November.
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program students. In recognition of the gift,

universities. A university with an outstanding reputation has at least 10 percent of its

of this gift, we have named the program the Helen Hardin Honors Program after Mrs.

The University of Memphis is one of 45 institutions
in the Tennessee Board of Regents system, the sixth
largest system of higher education in the nation.
TBR is the governing board for thissystem, which
comprises six universities, 13 two-year colleges and
26 area technology centers. The TBR system enrolls
more than 80 percent of all Tennessee students
attending public institutions of higher education.

Memphis also held education in high

Memphis' overall mission of becoming one of America's great metropolitan research

Helen Hardin donated $2 million last fall to strengthen it. Because of the importance

MISSION
The University of Memphis is a doctoral degreegranting urban research university committed
to excellence in undergraduate, graduate and
professional education; in the discovery and
dissemination of knowledge; in service tothe
metropolitan community, state and nation; and in
the preparation of a diverse student population for
successful careers and meaningful participation in
a global society. The University of Memphis remains
committed to the education of a non-racially
identifiable student body and promotes diversity
and access without regard to race, gender,religion,
national origin, age, disability or veteran status.

longtime supporter of the University of

to the University for the benefit of honors

The ability to recruit high-caliber students is a crucial part of the University of

ASSOCIATE VICE PRESIDENT
OF COMMUNICATIONS,
PUBLIC RELATIONS AND MARKETING
Linda Bonnin

or the simple beauty of an orchid. The

regard, as evidenced by her $2 million gift
Dear Alumni and Friends:

VICE PRESIDENT OF COMMUNICATIONS,
PUBLIC RELATIONS AND MARKETING
Robert H. Eoff (BA'71)

Helen Hardin had an appreciation of
the finer things in life, whether it was art

The Hardin Honors Program is one of the stories you will read about in this issue of
The University of Memphis Magazine. But how else are we attracting and retaining the
best and brightest students? In past issues, you have read about our Emerging Leaders

entire undergraduate student body, or
about 1,500 honors students. This past
year, more than 1,400 U of M students
were classified as honors students, with
350 of those being in the freshman class.
"Academic excellence is key to a student's

Program, a nationally recognized training module that produces top-notch leaders

college education, and honors students and

who are taking high-ranking positions in Fortune 500 companies, local and national

the professors who teach them are a vital

governments and community initiatives.

part of an institution's level of excellence,"

The University of Memphis also offers students an opportunity to study abroad in

The Hardins were longtime supporters

job. We wanted to help the University again

said U of M Provost Dr. Ralph Faudree.

of the University. They endowed two chairs

more than 160 settings in 40 countries around the world, including China, Spain, Italy,

This very generous gift from Mrs. Helen

of excellence: the Jabie Sanford Hardin

Germany and Russia. These programs provide students a rigorous academic program

Hardin will not only be of direct benefit to

III Chair of Excellence in Combinatoric

as the Salvation Army, St Jude Children's

the growing number of honors students

Mathematics, in honor of their son, and the

Research Hospital and the Memphis Botanic

who are attending the University, but it will

Hardin Chair of Excellence in Managerial

Garden.

indirectly benefit all the students, all the

Journalism.

with a cross-cultural learning experience.
But we don't stop there. We afford students hundreds of internship opportunities
ranging from Congress to such business leaders as FedEx Corp. and Walt Disney World.
You will read about some of these interns in the pages that follow.
Students participate in meaningful research projects with our renowned professors,
working to develop unique delivery systems of antibiotics designed to save the lives
of soldiers in combat or accident victims, as well as research in technology to optimize

faculty and the academic reputation of the
University as a whole."
In addition to assisting the University in
hiring and retaining the best professors to

children's learning.

In 1993, the couple donated
$500,000 in honor of Faudree to help
expand professorships and to establish
distinguished faculty research awards.

and do it through Ralph."
They also supported such organizations

"The Hardin legacy will have a far-reaching
and long-lived effect on the U of M and its
students," said President Shirley Raines.
Established in 1975, the Honors Program
recruits students with ACT scores in the

The Helen Hardin Honors Program, Emerging Leaders, internships, study abroad

teach honors students, the Hardin gift will

At the time, Mrs. Hardin said, "We've

top 10 percent nationally. In addition to

opportunities and student-researchers are vibrant and vital parts of our university, one

also enable the University to offer financial

been fortunate in our business and in our

scholarship support, the Honors Program

with a growing reputation for quality students having quality learning experiences.

assistance to the students themselves,

investments. We wanted to do some good,

offers students the opportunity to take

many of whom, statistics show, come from

and we enjoy being able to see where our

small classes and interdisciplinary seminars

households with modest incomes, often

support is going. We have great admiration

with the University's top faculty.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Alumni &
Development Office, The University of Memphis,
120 Alumni Center, Memphis, TN 38152-3760.

less than $50,000 a year.
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for Ralph Faudree. He's done a wonderful

See page 22 for a related story.
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France honors Albanese with knighthood
It is a sure bet that few if any
University of Memphis professors

Academiques because of his long-running contributions to French

before, but a man honored last

academics and culture.

award for a faculty member now

members of the University of Paris in 1808, making it one of the
world's oldest civil awards. It was re-established in 1955 by French

that dates back to the days of

President R6ne Coty and comprises three ascending ranks: Chevalier

Dr. Ralph Albanese, chair of
foreign languages and literatures
in the College of Arts & Sciences,
was awarded the rank of chevalier (knight) in the L'Ordre des
Palmes Acad6miques (The Order of the Academic Palms), an order

The U of M not only sends students out for internships, but hosts
a six-week summer internship program, Psychology INSPIRE, which

The order was created by Napoleon to honor eminent faculty

has a new claim to fame — one

Napoleon Bonaparte.

Dr. Ralph Albanese

Albanese was chosen Chevalier dans I'Ordre des Palmes

have ever been "knighted"

year with the U of M's highest
\

of chivalry of France to academics and educators.

Program INSPIRES others
to consider psychology

(knight), Officier (officer) and Commandeur (commander).
Many who are given the Chevalier rank later rise to Officier and
Commandeur.

is sponsored by the Department of Psychology.
The goal of the program is to increase underrepresented
populations with degrees and careers in psychology. Paired with
a faculty mentor, interns experience lab research, academic and
professional development and networking.
High school and college interns work full days during the
program. In the mornings, interns facilitate sessions at South Park

Albanese received last year's Willard R. Sparks Eminent Faculty
Award. Fie received BA and MA degrees from Queens College and a
doctorate from Yale.

Elementary^ summer camp.
"We tried to implement the engaged scholar approach to learning.
Not only are students learning from faculty, but helping and learning
from the community," said Dr. Theresa Okwumabua, outreach

Apple, U of M e-recycling event returns in May

coordinator and assistant professor of psychology in the College of
Arts & Sciences.
The afternoons consist of research exposure in faculty mentors'
labs, which are meant to teach interns how to function in a

A major recycling event sponsored by Apple Inc. that resulted

university environment.

in tons of old and unused electronic equipment being properly

"Nobody's going to be standing over you all day. Your mentor's

disposed of last year is returning to campus May 14-16.

have done the work," said Okwumabua.

May 16, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on the Southern Avenue Parking

This past year, interns developed their own research project

Lot near the recreation center. Professional movers will be on hand

and did a formal presentation, including a paper. Topics included

to unload recyclable items from vehicles. May 14-15 is set aside

Parkinson's disease, depression and Autotutor, a computerized tutor.

for institutions and businesses to drop off material en mass. This
location is also at the Southern Avenue Parking Lot.
Steve Terry, who coordinated last year's successful event, said it

Tons of old equipment were dropped off at last year's recycling event.

speaks volumes that Apple is returning to Tennessee and the U of M
two years in a row.
"This is a big deal forthe University and for the city," said Terry, U of
M director of Technology Utilization. "It will give the University a chance

currently defining a strategic plan for campus.
The May 16 public day will offer an opportunity to recycle
CPUs, all-in-one computer systems, laptop/notebook computers,

only the campus, butfor the surrounding area."

televisions, cameras, printers, copiers, PDAs, keyboards, computer
monitors, speakers, audio devices, FAX machines, cell phones and

since President Shirley Raines signed the American College and

pagers, and other related equipment. All items including hard drives

University Presidents Climate Commitment two years ago.

will be ground down to confetti-like material to ensure information

'To address environmental challenges, we are becoming a leader
in sustainable technologies and practices while acting as a model for
the community," Dr. Raines said.

security prior to being recycled.
Visit http://www.memphis.edu/greencampus/erecycle09.htm or
contact Steve Terry at 678-2194 for additional information on the
electronic equipment recycling effort.
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

The interns don't receive class credit, but receive a $600 stipend.
In addition, faculty serve as mentors based on willingness and
active summer research. "It's a multi-layer program. We have the

Also, interns met weekly for group counseling sessions.

faculty person at the top, but we also use graduate students as

Lauren Dillard, a senior at White Station High School who will

mentors," said Okwumabua.

pursue psychology in college, said of the counselingsessions, "I never
had anyone just sit down with me and tell me what Ineeded to do.

The U of M has formed a Sustainability Committee that is

to show that it iscommitted to ensuring a sustainable futurefor not

The University's commitment to sustainabilrty has grown dramatically

Dr. Theresa Okwumabua

going to give you work and when they come back, they expect you

The public will be able to drop off e-recyclables on Saturday,

Hearing from my peers to see wherethey were was nice."
Recruitment information is sent to high schools, colleges and
students on U of M campus tours. After a rigorous application
process, five high school and five college students are selected.
'We're looking for the top students. The main thing is showing
you do have an interest in psychology, and that you do have

Dillard learned from graduate students and the college interns.
"Seeing the graduate students report back showed me the
professor-student relationship. I really learned the importance of
time management."
The program boasts the success of having four students in
psychology doctoral programs, including at the U of M and many
undergraduates majoring in psychology.
"The goal is to expose them to psychology and, ultimately, they

the capabilities to perform in a university environment," said

will train to become psychologists and work in the field. There is

Okwumabua.

an under-representation of first-time college students, GLBT and

The internship program was formalized in 2006, but began
unofficially in 2001 with one student. Twenty-five interns have
participated since 2001.

SPRING 2009

ethnicity. It's a wonderful program for involving and increasing
underrepresented populations," said Okwumabua.
See page 17 for a related story.

- by Sara Hoover
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Professor's creation to put a dent in crime

The Memphis Police

'We make a mathematical guarantee that every time the suspect

Department and the U of

moves between blocks, they are sure to be detected. If we have not

M police services are very

detected them for one hour, then they are guaranteed to be within

interested in AutoWitness.

certain blocks because if they move out of that block, they are

your car or house broken into and items stolen. University campuses

U of M deputy director

guaranteed to be detected."

could also be potential targets for thieves to get unattended laptops

of police services Derek

or backpacks. Dr. Santosh Kumar, assistant professor of computer

Myers actually suggested

science in the College of Arts & Sciences, is working to increase the

the name AutoWitness.

Chances are if you've lived in Memphis long enough, you've had

odds of stolen items being recovered with AutoWitness, a wireless

"His reaction was, 'If

sensor.

"For computer-related products, a patent is not the best protection
you could get. Then it becomes public information, so we believe the
best way to make it happen is to capture the market," said Kumar.

you can get me this, you

"When I moved here, I heard from several people who had their

Kumar credits his team with bringing AutoWitness to life.

will make my job a whole

We professors play the role of visionaries. We envision a system

house burglarized. We asked, 'Is there something we can do about

lot easier,"' said Kumar.

and act as the gatekeeper: here are the problems that need to be

reducing the large number of burglary incidents in Memphis?' We

"They have much more

addressed. Solving the problems and gettingthe system working are

serious crimes to attend

mostly done by the students. Most of the credit goes to the students."

realized maybe we could use wireless sensors for that purpose,"
said Kumar.
The size of a penny, AutoWitness can fit inside or attach to any
stolen and sends a message wirelessly to police dispatchers in real
time, without the need for the owner to detect and report it.
Not only will AutoWitness detect thefts, but it has a tracking
component. Anchor nodes, which will eventually be placed at
intersections, send a message to the police when the sensor passes
by. Essentially, police can track the item and thief as they go through
intersections and get immediate updates about the location.
'The goal is actually to lead to the arrest of the suspect. (The
chip) has an accelerometer, a sensor that detects movement," said
Kumar. "It will detect whether there is significant movement and that
no authorized person is present. If you are not carrying one of those
authorized tools or cell phone, the system will detect 'I am being
taken away from where I am supposed to be' and notify the police
dispatcher via wireless channels to say a burglary is in progress at
this location."
AutoWitness is self-deployable and will come pre-programmed
with cell phone software updates to create the username and
password that will act as the master key. Once placed, the sensor
will be activated.
If users forget their cell phone and move the item, the sensor
has a second way to recognize owners by looking at the pattern of
movement.
"As long as you are complying with regular movement, you will
be fine. False alarms are extremely expensive and we would reduce
that," said Kumar.
The thief will not hear any alarms or know they are being tracked.
"Current burglar alarms and video surveillance are more of a
deterrence device. Our goal is not so much to protect the asset, but
eventually lead to the arrest of the suspect," said Kumar.
When patrol officers chasing the suspect get close enough, the

Bhagavathy Krishna, a U of M master's student in computer

to and are short on staff.
T h e AutoWitness sensor is the size of a penny.

object. The sensor automatically detects when an item is being

If there is a burglary but
Dr. Santosh Kumar

signal will come directly from the sensor rather than from the nodes
at intersections.
Kumar came to the U of M from Ohio State University, where
his research was wireless sensor networks. AutoWitness is a
collaboration between Kumar and OSU computer science and
engineering assistant professor Prasun Sinha and graduate students
from both schools.
After two years of work, the team plans to have a campus-wide
demonstration in several months. They expect AutoWitness to
be deployable within a year and cover the entire U of M campus
beginning in 2010.
The chip is relatively small, but Kumar and his team are looking
to reduce its size even further. The sensor can be put into valuable
objects like televisions, laptops or home theaters. It will not
interfere with electronic devices because it doesn't send out any
communication unless it is being moved in an unauthorized manner.
That also makes AutoWitness very eco-friendly.
"It uses the least amount of energy spent to get it to go. It's sitting
and waiting to detect - extremely energy efficient. The best that
anyone in the world can do."
The battery should last at least a year and when it runs out, Kumar
plans on customers buying new chips rather than replace the battery
to keep the process simple and straightforward for owners. The
AutoWitness chip is expected to retail around $10 to $20.
What makes it different from LoJack, a similar concept for
recovering stolen vehicles, is it has its own power source.
Since LoJack runs on a huge power source, it cannot protect
un-powered items. AutoWitness, on the other hand, can be put into

very expensive investigation. It is like searching for a needle in a

classifier for it to find out whether it is a theft or only a movement."

to differentiate all this from real theft movement. I am buildinga

haystack. Our goal is to make law enforcement much more efficient
in bringing down the crime rate in the city."

Krishna finds the project beneficial to students and the
community at large.

Major Jim Harvey, technology manager for the Memphis Police

This is a very challenging project and one of the best a student

Department, believes AutoWitness can be a police aid with different

can get in his master's program. It will save a lot of people from

uses.

their trauma when their particular object is stolen. You will be on par

"Most burglars steal within a mile or two of their home. If you
have property that has been stolen, and we got tracking devices

with the leading technology researchers, and this is definitely going
to help my career as well as make a difference for society."

in patrol cars, then all we have to do is ride around through the
neighborhood getting indications of stolen property. It would really

Visit www.memphis.edu/videos to watch a demonstration of
AutoWitness.

drive up your chances of
getting your property back and
us making an arrest for the
burglary," said Harvey.
The technology that

A Charitable Gift Annuity:
The Gift That Pays

is needed to access the
information already exists in
certain squad cars.
"Some vehicles either have or
will have laptops with wireless
connectivity. We're already
pulling data from the state
everyday, and we could just
as easily populate those car
databases with information on
stolen property," said Harvey.

AutoWitness will detect the

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

"It has to classify whether the movement is a theft or just
vibrations. Outside there are vibrations caused by wind, you have

Kumar guarantees

any item.

science, is responsible for the theft detection aspect.

law enforcement could

not reach the house in
time, that's basically it. Once the burglar has fled the scene, it is a

location of the suspect.
6

The AutoWitness system is not patented.
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Dreamers. Thinkers. Doers.

- by Sara Hoover

Pastner ready to 'rock 'n' roll'
When Mike Bibby was a student at the University of Arizona in the
late 1990s, he didn't need an alarm clock - he had Josh Pastner
instead.

Kevin Robinson's women's
indoor track team finished fifth while
the men's team finished- a disappointing
sixth in-the C-USA indoor conference
championships in Houston. A bright
spot for the men's team was Stefan
Nerdal.'The native of Norway earned All
' America honors by finishing second in
the weight throw at nationals with a toss
of 22.54 meters,

Maria said her son has been a student of the game since before

"He'd be up at 6 a.m. shutting doors, slamming doors- I'd have
to get on him sometimes for waking me up," Bibby recalls with a
smile. "I really didn't need to be up until 10 or 11, but he had me up
at six. He'd have me in the gym early, making 500 jump shots a day.
"But a big reason I am where I am now is because of Josh. I have
always said I will send my kid to wherever Josh is coaching."
Bibby, now a guard for the Atlanta Hawks, and Pastner, the new
University of Memphis head basketball coach, were roommates
during their playing days for theWildcats. Even then, Pastner was
known for sleeping only four hours a night. Now he is at his office
by 7 a.m. each day.
Pastner was chosen to take the helm - at the age of 31 - on
April 6, just days after former coach John Calipari left for the
University of Kentucky. His age makes him one of the youngest Div.
I basketball coaches.
"I am not going to be coach Cal, I am going to be me," Pastner
said. "I am going to draw on my experiences with Hall of Fame
coach Lute Olson, from (NBA) coach Kevin O'Neill and from
Calipari. I have learned from the best."
On his style of play: "I want to keep instituting parts of the dribble
drive, do some different things taken from Arizona and incorporate
my own philosophy. Believe it or not, when I was at Arizona, we
played a more up-tempo style than we have played here."
Pastner is considered one of the top five recruiters in the nation.
"Recruiting is like shaving -you have to do it every day," he said.
Before Calipari, Memphis relied on homegrown talent, from the
Larry Finch era through the days of Penny Hardaway and Lorenzen
Wright. He said he plans to recruit "from the inside out," meaning
the Tiger roster may once again be filled with local talent.
"There are a lot of good basketball players out there - you've
just got to find them. Ifs not all about the rankings. It is about
evaluating talent."
Pastner1s

Briefs

voted 'Citizen of the Year' in Tucson. He has always done a lot of
charities."

mom, Maria, said she was surprised her son was chosen

to mend wounds when Calipari jumped ship unexpectedly. She
said she already had a gauge on what was going on in the minds of
Tiger fans.
"First Elvis, then Calipari - we were feeling the pain all the way
to Texas," she said. "Josh will be a great citizen in Memphis. He was

his teens.
"When his friends were out partying, he was out shooting
baskets," she said.
Josh's father, Hal, said he expects his son will succeed despite no
D-l head coaching experience. He points out that Pastner began his
coaching career at age 16 on the AAU circuit. He led the Houston

tik The U of M's women's soccer
' team captured its second straight.
NCAA berth by winning the C-USA
tournament title for fhe second straight
year Brooks Monaghan's Lady
Tiger team lost a 1-0 heartbreaker in
double overtime to Illinois to finish
the campaign 15-5-2. The head coach |
signed six highly touted recruits in the
spring meaning the 2009 season could
be even strPnger. Watch for a feature
story on Monaghan's success in an
upcoming U of M magazine.

Hoops, a select all-star team from Texas, to the 1999 Nike National
Summer Championship and coached the team to the Global World
Championship in 2000.
"When he was 16, 17, 18, he had Rashard Lewis, Steve Jackson
of Golden State, players of that caliber, so he is used to coaching
talented players. At the world championships, we are down by two
with four seconds to go, Josh drew up a play. Boom, boom, boom.
The player hits a 3 and we win a world championship."
Former Tiger great John McLaughlin (BBA '91) played for
Memphis from 1987 to 1991 under another head coach just getting
his start: Larry Finch.
"Certainly being a head coach for the first time at a major D-l
program won't come without its challenges," said McLaughlin, now
a sales representative with Medtronic. "It's no secret that the way to
keep U of M at an elite level is to convince great student-athletes to
come to Memphis to play basketball. Ithink hiring a talented staff
and support system to complement him and his efforts will be the
most important decision he'll make. He seems to be a very humble

Pastner said he learned from the best in the business: Hall of Fame coach Lute Olson.
(Photos by David Minkin)

person so I don't think he'll feel threatened by being surrounded by
extremely talented individuals that have skill sets and strengths that

transferring are staying."
Added center Shawn Taggart, who at press time still hadn't made a decision about leaving

rival his own.
Hes demonstrated incredible drive, passion and intelligence thus

early for the NBA: "He knows our strengths and he knows our weaknesses. He knows how

far in his career so I have no doubt he will be an effective leader for

the system is run. As far as the NBA, it depends on how well I do (in camps). I have never

our basketball program. I've always believed that the best predictor

said I won't come back at all.I am just tryingto better myself and better my family."

of future success is past success. Success seems to follow Josh
Pastner with every endeavor he pursues."
Current Tiger Doneal Mack said Pastner's hiring had a calming

Pastner was packing his bags to join Calipari's staff at Kentucky when he received the offer
to coach Memphis. He considers the job "an opportunity of a lifetime."
"Memphis is a place you can win a national championship. It just wasn't Calipari who had
success here. It goes back to the days of Gene Bartow."

effect on the team.
As a whole, we are all happy. Somebody stayed from the staff,

Pastner certainly isn't short on energy, a good thing for a coach trying to fill a capacious void.

so we have somebody to bond with. When we thought the whole

"I'm jacked. I am ready to rock and roll," he said.

coaching staff was gone, we didn't know what we were going to

So are Tiger fans.
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Men's tennis player Jorge
Vasquez, who competed at the
Regions Morgan Keegan Championships
at the Racquet Club in February, helped
the Tigers to arl early 12-8 record - one
of the best starts for Memphis in the
past 10 years. Vasquez, a native of La
Coruna, Spain,'has been ranked as high
as 51 st in singles play.
& Tiger men's soccer coach Richie
Grant inked nine players for the
upcoming season, highlighted by four
Tennessee natives and the signing of
Justin Watson, a member of the U-18
National team pool. The team finished
last season with a 6-11-2 mark.
For the latest in Tiger
and Lady Tiger sports, visit

- by Greg Russell

do. With Pastner, a lot of the players who were thinking about

t&The Tigers' baseball team is playing
• its home games at AutoZone Park, USA
Stadium in Millington or at Gagliano
Field while the home stadium on the
Park Avenue Campus receives a major
facelift. To be known as FedExPark,
the renovation project will add a new
press box and suites, a new baseball
clubhouse, dugouts, concession stands
and new restroom facilities to the
stadium.

http://gotigersgo.com

BY GREG RUSSELL

A peace
of the puzzle
U of M alumni are doing their part in promoting peace
while improving living conditions for the less fortunate around the world.

Adam Montgomery's mood was confounding. Anyone who had
ever crossed paths with the former University of Memphis soccer
star knew him as a happy-go-lucky — if not philosophical —
young man who always sported a grin as wide as the crossbars of
a "futtie" goalpost. Dig deepinto his more than 700 Facebook
photos and one would still be hard pressed to find anything but
laughter, good times and a cavernous list of fun-loving friends.
But here he was, Christmas Eve 2008, thousands of miles
from Tennessee feeling something deep within that was about as
foreign as the South American country he was now calling home.
Depression and homesickness surfaced as he chatted with family
members who had gathered in Morristown, Tenn., for the holi
days. If tears had a way of finding their way through phone lines,
this would certainly have been the occasion.
Soon after that conversation, it began to dawn on Montgomery
(BBA '08) that the next two years of his life would be an emo
tional roller coaster — one that he would have to endure solo.
Montgomery was in the first full month of a two-year Peace
Corps stint in Paraguay, a small, Third World country that lags
behind border countries Brazil and Argentina in the race toward
modernization. His assignment: Teaching bee-keeping skills and
English while living among a remote tribe of Guaranf Indians
whose English skills are about as good as an average American's
Guaranf. No hot showers, no indoor plumbing, no grocery store
and no Internet cafes — just dirt roads, wood shacks and a popu
lation that at first accused him of being a spy.

10

The toughest job you'll ever love
As I lie awake in my bed, reflecting on my first day as a Peace
Corps volunteer, one question keeps repeatedly coming to mind:
"What have I gotten myself into?" Actually, this question arose
about halfway through my first day sometime in the midst of me
getting sick from the water, eaten alive by the bugs, and generally
not being able to understand anyone in my village.
When Montgomery first arrived in Potrero Reduccfen, a village
of 200 or so Guaranf Indians in the remote Paraguay countryside,
he, like many Peace Corps workers, was at a loss for words.
"The poverty in my village is very eye-opening," says
Montgomery. "The town itself is very primitive. Many of the
people live in wood shacks, there are no paved roads and there
are no cars. Almost all of the houses have electricity, but only
about a fourth have running water. The house I live in has no
refrigerator, no running water and no indoor plumbing."
Paraguay is the second poorest South American country:
families make about $4,500 annually, but even less in rural
areas. "They live off the land and the animals they raise — it is a
month-to-month existence," says Montgomery.
He says his village is made up of a church, school and soccer
field. Most in the area work as farmers.
Peace Corps volunteers sign up to work for two-year stints in a
developing country for a myriad of reasons.
A lot of it is wanting to see the world and to just do something
really different," Montgomery says. "And it is a chance to help
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS
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ture with the people you live with,"
Montgomery says.
Volunteers go through a several-month
application process before being assigned

Other U of M alumni who
served in the Peace Corps

to a duty station inalmost any area of the
world. A host country requests and then
must show a need for aPeace Corps vol

The U of M Magazine was able to catch up with several more
volunteers. Here are some of their stories:

unteer. Workers train locals ineducation,
agricultural methods, business,health
and HIV/AIDS education and environ
mental issues.
Stewart (right) tackles a traditional Mongolian musical instrument.

The areas can be inremote jungles,
deserts and rain forests, andoften times
hundreds of miles from any hint of

"During the Soviet times, herding was the lifestyle of many

civilization.

Mongolians," says Jason Stewart (BRA '01), who was stationed in

"To get to the nearest modern city,

Mandalgovi, Mongolia. "Herding goats, camels, that is what they

Villarica,Ihave to get up at 4 a.m., walk

did. With the breakup of the Soviet Union, all the Soviet subsidies

about three miles to a bus stop and then

went away. There was no one place where these people could sell

ride several hours," says Montgomery.

their goods, So I spent a lot of my time working on a project called

There, he catches up on e-mail, will

the Gobi Initiative, funded by USAID, the arm of the American

maybe grab a hot shower or sit in a cafe

government that does international development. We were helping

for a taste of civilization.

the herders transition from a Soviet economy to a market economy.
I equate it to a small business startup in America." .

A hive of activity
Peace Corps workers go through three
months of intensive training before being

Greenwald (MA '78, EdD '94), who served in the Peace Corps in

the art of bee-keeping — swarms of

Turkey with her husband, Jim. "We were stationed in a rural area on

Africanized bees are prevalent in the

the Syrian border in a small town called Kilis, which was a smuggling

countryside and offer farmers an oppor

town. There was a lot of lawlessness and a lot of guns.

"There is a lot of money to be madeif it
is done right," says Montgomery. He adds,
with a laugh,that Africanized bees are

other people out.Ihave been fortunate in

What started as a small initiative in

my life, and this is a wayIcan give back."

1961 by President John F. Kennedy has

occasion. When one stings you, itis like a

blossomed into one of the largest vol

snowball effect: the smell attracts others,

Grant's Tiger soccer squad from 2004 to

unteer relief organizations in the world.

and they keep stinging you."

2007, helping Memphis make only its

About 200,000 Peace Corps volunteers

second-ever NCAA tournament appear
ance his freshman year.
After unsuccessfully trying out for two
professional soccer teams upon gradua

several times, about 20 times on one

Montgomery says the Peace Corps gives

— including151 Uof M graduates —

its volunteers the freedom to provide help

have served in 195 countries since it

in a village in any way they see fit.

began, seeking to helpindividuals and
communities build betterlives.

tion, he says he wasn't ready to go to work

"The three main goals of thePeace

nor go back to school, so the Peace Corps

Corps are to share your expertise, live

was a perfect fit.

their culture and share your owncul

The town didn't have telephones so we really had no
communication with the outside world. A Peace Corps supervisor

their honey.

extremely aggressive. "I have been stung

Montgomery was a fixture on Richie

"I went for two years without speaking to my mother," says Carol

sent to their site. Montgomery learned

tunity to harvest, market and profit from
(Bottom photo) Montgomery's "official" duty as a Peace Corps volunteer is to teach bee-keeping
skills to farmers in Potrero ReducciOn, Paraguay,but he also conducts English lessons for schoolage children in the remotevillage (top photo).

Carol Greenwald, Turkey, 1965-67

"There are five to 10 teenagers who
want to learn English, soIdo English les- i
sons. The kids want to learnEnglish, but
the most difficult thing is finding a time

would visit us every three months or so to check on us."
Greenwald, who now works as an augmented communication
specialist in Memphis, taught English, first to high school students
and later in a teacher's college in Turkey's capital, Ankara.
Despite the lack of security, Greenwald said she felt safe. "As
a woman in Turkey in the 1960s, there was always the feeling of
needing to be careful. I was careful to wear a scarf, dress moderately
and not be alone, especially at night. Transportation was dangerous.
There were a lot of holdups on buses along the road.
"It was fulfilling for me to see another culture and to experience it in
ways that I would have never experienced it asa tourist It has lasted
my entire life and given me an entirely different view of the world."

Jason Stewart, Mongolia, 2002-04
The end of the Cold War and breakup of the Soviet Union posed
new challenges for Peace Corps volunteers.

continued on page 14
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Stewart, who now works for USAID in Washington, D.C., says
another initiative was what he was most proud of.
'We set up a life skills group for teenagers. Itwas a forum for them to
talk about things that are pertinent to teens worldwide: peer pressure,
alcohol abuse, relationships. The participants said this was the first time
they had done something like this.They were very thankful.
The little amount that some people have can be jarring to a guy
like me who grew up in upper middle-class America. My family was
used to having two cars, having enough money to go to college,
having lots of clothes, things like that. Y^u are reminded that it is not
that way for everyone"

Meredith Martin, Dominica, 2000-02
The Caribbean might seem like a dream-like assignment, but on
an island that has few white sand beaches and is very rocky, mass
tourism dollars are absent and the people are very poor.
"The motto of the Peace Corps is'the toughest job you will ever
love,"' says Meredith Martin (BA '99),who lived with a CaribIndian tribe
in Dominica. "That is really true. It was the best time of my life but also
the absolute worst time.I had my highesthighs and lowest lows."
Martin, who works as an operations manager at NSA in Collierville,
taught literacy in the school and also worked in a community center
developing programs for the reservation's secondary students.

"And they are carefree. They love the
land they live on and they love life."
The biggest challenge for Montgomery I
has been learning the language.
"My Guaranf is not the best," he says |
with a chuckle. "I sometimesget laughed

I

at when I try to speak it — you've got to be 1
able to laugh at yourself. A good deal of my j
day is spent studying the language."
Montgomery, who plans to attend
graduate school at Fordham University

j

and major in international development
after his two years are completed, says he
is beginning to fit in. He has joined a soc
cer club, locals often invite him for dinner

Martin still stays in contact with the Carib tribe.

Magdelena (right) says the Peace Corps "was not for me."

and he has formed a chess club.
"A local remembering my name, invit

"It was the most depressed area of the country. Much like

ing me to an event or just conversing with

reservations in the states, they tend to have less resources."

me for an extended amount of time fills
me with great joy," he says.
"The things I have discovered about
myself here in only the span of two
months make me excited about the dis
coveries that lie ahead in the upcoming
months. There have been a lot of ups and
downs, but I am determined to hang on
and just try my best to enjoy the ride."
A recent journal entry of Montgomery's
may sum it up best:
Little by little, things are starting to
(Top photo) Montgomery, who is on a two-year stint in the Peace Corps, also started a chess club
for the local villagers. (Below) The former Tiger soccer standout says he joined the Peace Corns
K
as a "way to give back."

click. The culture, language and people
do not seem so strange to me anymore.
In fact, I am beginning to catch myself

when everyone can gather around. Often
the only time is right before or after a soc
cer game or practice."

"This is a way to get to know the people
and to gain their trust."
Though impoverished, Montgomery

Martin joined the Peace Corps after an accident that severely
broke her leg.
home. During that time frame, I thought, 'Wow, if I didn't live in the
States with access to excellent health care, I would have never been
had it, and that perhaps I should do something for somebody else.

pull its volunteers from this South American country in 2008.

"You like to think you are going to revolutionize the world. It

Pennington (BA '07). The country had been thrown into civil unrest

impacts. I still get letters from former students remembering things

and the U.S. ambassador was ordered to leave Bolivia after he was

we did, things we talked about or memories they had of me being

accused of inciting part of the unrest.

there. That tells me I made an impact."

Most Peace Corps volunteers come away with good experiences,

doing things that I would have never done

but not always. Placed in what the Peace Corps says is one of its

a month ago, things only Paraguayans

toughest assignments, Mauritania, Maggie Magdelena (BA '04) was

do. Questions of doubt and insecurity

put in an awkward position after the minister of education allegedly
stole funding that had been put in place to help Magdelena train

my job does not seem so daunting. Peace

teachers in the English language. Thinking she would be reassigned,

"Their sense of community is amazing.

Corps says that this will be the toughest

she says she was told to "make do" by the Peace Corps.

Families are close. Neighbors are close.

job that I will ever love. From day one, I

Everybody celebrates together and every

have agreed with the tough part of my job,

meet people, they know who I am."
Before moving into his modest house,

body mourns together.
They are poor but they will give you
the shirt off their back. With the families
I have lived with, I try to pay them money

but I had a hard time understanding how
I could ever love it. One month later, my
opinion has changed entirely. Loving this
job does not seem so far-fetched anymore,

Montgomery was required to live with

for the food I eat but they won't take it. So

especially when I am beginning to think of

host families for his first three months.

I buy them groceries instead.

Paraguay as my home. &

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

"The Peace Corps is all about safety of its volunteers," said
Pennington.

Amanda "Maggie" Magdelena,
Mauritania, 2006-08

about my purpose here still arise, but now

about. All eyes are on me. Even before I

"I saw kids with sticks of dynamite in their hands," said Ben

is really not quite like that. You make little impacts that make big

"They know no other way," he says.

them know what the Peace Corps is all

This U of M alumnus was in what he termed an ideal setting: in the
Andes Mountains of Boliva, but civil unrest caused the Peace Corps to

says the villagers live in a state of bliss.

U.S.," he says. "Part of my job is to let

Ben Pennington, Bolivia, 2008

able to walk again.' It got me thinking how lucky I was and how good I

With Montgomery being the first vol

"A lot of the people are leery of the

do again.

|
"I couldn't walk, I had to drop out of school and I had to move back

unteer in the area, some in the tribe were
suspicious of him at first.

"They really didn't seem to care that I was there," she says.
While the experience may be good for others, Magdelena, in
graduate school at Tulane, says this is something she would never

Magdelena lived in Kiffa, a city of about 40,000 residents that she
termed "insanely underdeveloped."
'There is no sewage system, no gas system - if you buy a barrel
of gas, you roll it to your house. Donkey carts are the main way to
get around. A lot of people live in tents."
Magdelena says she eventually taught English to junior high
school boys.
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Pennington and other Peace Corps volunteers were flown to Peru
where they were given the option of reassignment, or a flight home.
He chose the latter, but says his Peace Corps days are not over - he
is set for a two-year assignment in Morocco later this year.

BY SARA HOOVER

Distance learning
From Disney World to the catwalk, from Washington, D.C., to a prestigious opera company,
U of M students shine brightly in high-caliber internships.

Internships are great opportunities for

The 21-year-old Bartlett native spent

"They have apartments for you to live

students to gain work experience, see if

the Fall 2007 semester as an Epcot

in and they take it out of your paycheck. I

a major fits or clarify career goals. In a

Center park greeter and parking lot atten

didn't have a car down there, but Disney

competitive job market, students can land

dant at the second largest parking lot in

transportation will take you from the

positions by having experience in addi

the United States.

apartment to work, the mall, post office,

tion to a degree.
During the 2007-2008 academic year,
more than 5,100 U of M students put
theory into practice by participating in
internships for credit.

When you wish upon a star
Kevin Park thought it would be cool
to live in Florida, so he applied for an
internship at Walt Disney World in
Orlando.
"What I got out of it was totally beyond
that," says Park, a junior majoring in
hospitality and resort management in the
Kemmons Wilson School of Hospitality &
Resort Management.
SPRING 2009

That wasn't what he had in mind when
he checked 'attractions' on his applica
tion; Park thought he'd be running a ride.
"It was kind of disheartening. I went

grocery store and anywhere on Disney
property you want to go for free."
Park worked 35 hours a week at the
Happiest Place on Earth along with 2,000

down there not really expecting or want

other college interns, after seeing a poster

ing to work in a parking lot. I actually

on the U of M campus.

looked beyond that and got to talk to

"I met so many people from all over

thousands and thousands of people a

the world. My roommate was from Brazil.

day. Who gets to do that? Not very many

That was one of the coolest things. Not

people our age get to do that in their jobs.

only do you get to go down there and work

I gained personal and professional skills

at Walt Disney World, a Fortune 500

working when I was 19 years old."

company, and talk to thousands of people

The internship, required for Park's

when you're in college, you also get to

major, was paid and included help with

meet people from across the world. A lot

housing and transportation.

of my friends were from China."

Kevin Park interned at Walt Disney World's Epcot Center parking lot, the second largest lot in the United States.

Park, who serves as the University tradi

U of M alumna Christian Nollner landed an internship and then full-time job with fashion designer Vera Wang in New York City.

When an internship arose at the iconic

sional world. We had to dress profes

tions chair for Student Activities Council

from production to the orders. My customer

wedding gown designer Vera Wang's,

time). That's how a lot of companies work

I'd be reading bills and debriefing con

sionally. We did presentations and a

planning events like Homecoming, hopes

service skills have definitely grown."

Nollner jumped at the opportunity.

with interns, teaching them how the com

gressmen before they go and vote."

mock interview, which really helped. She

The larger goal of the internship was

pany works so if they do show interest and

"I basically did whatever they wanted

The internship is not required but rec

actually taped it and we watched it, which

In addition to being a full-time student,

for Nollner to land a permanent job in the

me to do, odd jobs. I started out in ship

work hard, you've got an employee you've

ommended. An EPA placement is highly

was kind of scary. That semester was very

Park is the executive vice president for

ping and receiving, making sure nothing

Big Apple, which she did as a bridal styl

basically trained for free, which is good

coveted because of the financial package.

helpful."

the Student Ambassador Board, which

was wrong with the bridesmaid's dresses."

ist at the Vera Wang Bridal House.

for both of them."

They pay for flights, program and housing

works closely with the U of M Alumni

Nollner, who graduated last May with a

to pursue a career in event planning.

Nollner, who received class credit and
fulfilled the requirement for her major,

"It's very exciting to work with people
who are getting married and their bridal

Association at key University functions.

degree in family and consumer sciences

learned about the internship through a

He is also a campus representative for

gown, which is one of the most important

in the University College, did an unpaid

packet of previous intern sites.

things of that day."

the Disney College Program and open to

internship at Vera Wang Maids, the

returning to work another internship at

bridesmaid showroom and companion to

My first job was at a retailstore. Coming

Disney.

the Vera Wang Bridal House.

to New York and working for Vera Wang,

"An internship is a really, really good

The 23-year-old Memphian was well

"I've always been interested in fashion.

you'd want that on your resume. I was very

Nollner's character helped her get the
internship.
"I think it showed a lot of courage to
actually move up to New York City from

way to not only get your foot in the door,

prepared from her "professional semester."

excited to do that. I couldn't even imagine

but to develop more personal and profes

During the first half, Nollner created proj

Memphis to do an unpaid internship.

sional skills. Somethingoutside of the

ects and developed business plans for Dr.

in a million years that I'd be up here."
Nollner's eight-week stint helped her

They didn't offer any housing or board for

classroom, I think, is really important for

Peggy Quinn's class before spending the

better understand the fashion industry

students to take."

second half at the internship. Quinn is an

spoke volumes."

and the company.

27 Dresses

assistant professor in family and consumer
sciences in the University College.

customer service, fashion and what goes

As a fashion merchandising major,
Christian Nollner (BPS '08) always
wanted to live and work in New York City.

"For about a month, we met every day.
She definitely prepared us for the profes

"A lot of things helped my knowledge of
in to making a garment. But on top of that,
getting to know how the company works

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

me. That was a little tough, but I think it
The internship provided the perfect
springboard for Nollner to land a full-time
position with the company.
"It was basically a training, which I
didn't need to do when I was hired (full
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A change is gonna come
Erica Christensen, a double major in
political science and international stud
ies in the College of Arts & Sciences,
is doing her internship through the
Washington Center, a nonprofit placing
college students in D.C. internships.
During the Spring 2009 semester, the
Nashville senior is working in the Office
of Policy & Analysis Review in the Office
of Air & Radiation at the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA). The 21-yearold works in the policy sector dealing
with domestic and international energy
and emissions.
"I will be looking at documents and
editing them. There might be a possibility

fees and provide a bi-weekly stipend.
Although Christensen was aware of the
Washington Center, she decided not to
apply because she had just returned from a
semester abroad in Finland.
"I thought it would be better if I stayed
in Memphis for my last semester, but both
of my advisers said I should apply. I wasn't
really excited at first," says Christensen,
still coming off her travel high.
'Then I talked to my dad, and he was
like, 'It's a great opportunity. You can
make thousands of connections in D.C.'
That's where all the important people in
my career path are going to be. I'm glad
I applied, and it's turned out much better
than I could have imagined."

Christensen is no stranger to intern
ships. She did an unpaid one with a
political campaign and had a paid summer
position with Southern Alliance for Clean
Energy. She hopes to gain something dif
ferent this time.
"I've worked in political campaigns
and small environmental nonprofits so
I've seen that aspect of policy. The EPA is
offering another side. I want to see what
it's like on the policy-creating side."
Christensen will receive class credit
and is taking a course while in D.C., but
hopes to learn more than book smarts.
"I want to learn diplomatic behavior
and gain a level of professionalism in the
political sphere. I took an environmental
law class and it was really disheartening
to see the disjunction between policymak
ers, lawmakers and scientists. [I saw] how
lots of times policy is not made for the
greater good, but for the greatest political
relief at the moment. So I'm hoping it will
be different."
Christensen plans to attend graduate
school in global environmental policy or

After 17 internship offers, Molly Allen Watson chose Colorado's Central City Opera Company, the fifth-oldest opera company in the U.S.

urban planning. She believes this experi
ence will shape her career path.

"I made switchblades and dulled them

"It's all pretty exciting. To be working

to where no one hurt themselves."

for the EPA at such a young age. I never

The 19-year-old participated not only

considered I would ever get a high posi

chased a raccoon from a house and fixed a
heating system."
She also learned how to negotiate con

tion like this. Plus, it'll be cool to see the

because it was required and for class

tracts, work with different personalities,

transition change with Obama in office.

credit, but to work professionally.

and "actor proof."

"You can learn only so much in the

That's really, really exciting. I can say how

Watson also wanted to prove herself in
a male-dominated field.
"They do not expect much of women
with a power tool."
The prop shop was all female.

"Actor proofing is a term dangerously

"Our stagehand crew was all male

I saw it changed because I worked in a

classroom. You have to learn from other

similar to child-proofing. You're going to

and older. They looked at us as little

federal office."

people and new challenges. I've never

work with actors who break everything

girls under 30 like, 'What do you know?'

been to Colorado. I don't think I ever

and you have to make 18 just in case

Proving to them was far more difficult and

would have made it out there if it hadn't

something gets broken. It's proofing so no

important than proving to my professors

been for this internship. I made great

that I could hold my own."

Everything but the walls
Sophomore Molly Allen Watson spent
her summer at Colorado's Central City

relationships with people who want to

Opera Company. They paid her travel,

one gets hurt."
The experience highlighted the profes

work with me again."

sional life versus academia.

rent and utilities, provided a weekly pay

As intern, Watson made props and

check and eight-hour workdays.
"A lot of internships don't pay and

furniture.

you work 20-hour days," says the theatre

I made a giant mosquito net, period paint

major in the College of Communication

cans and cigarette packs."

and Fine Arts.

"[I made] everything except the walls.

The Franklin, Tenn., native was most

"I actually made it work. Usually, we
make things look like they work. That was
my hardest project."
Because she had prop firearms expe
rience, Watson trained actors in using
weapons.

proud of a spinning wheel.
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Watson was invited back this summer.
Her other duties included moving

Watson recommends internships.
"It's imperative. You cannot think, 'I'm
going to work as a professional because

tional environment because if you can't

I went to college.' You're truly naive if

furniture to the artists' houses, ushering

get it done, you always have somebody

you think that. It's so different from an

shows in period costumes and cleaning

else there to do it. Your professor will

educational environment. The University

the opera house.

pick up the slack. In a professional envi

should require it for all majors. It's appli

ronment, if you don't get the job done,

cation in the real world."

"If houses needed repairs and the
handyman wasn't around, I had to do it. I

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

"It's not as 'sink or swim' in the educa
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they go on with the show."

BY GREG RUSSELL

Badges of honor
The U of M's Helen Hardin Honors Program attracts the best and brightest students.

One of the top goals and a recent shining point at the
University of Memphis is to increase the number of honors stu
dents at the University.
"Every major research university needs the best and bright
est students, and that is who we are recruiting," says University
President Shirley Raines. "We know that universities with
outstanding reputations have approximately 10 percent of their

Mikah Meyer
If you haven't heard Mikah Meyer sing, you may be in for both
a shbck and a treat. The senior in the Rudi E. Scheidt School of
Music is a countertenor, meaning he has the skill to sing higher
than a tenor and in a range that would be more associated with a
woman's voice.
What makes Meyer so special is his ability to sing at a level

students in Honors Programs, which is our goal by our 100th

that puts him in the category with the top up-and-coming coun

anniversary in 2012."

tertenors in the world. He recently was accepted into London's

The number of honors students has risen since it became a
major push early in Dr. Raines' tenure. This past fall, the number
of entering freshmen enrolled in the program was 350. Overall
class enrollment of honors students is just over 1,400, putting the
U of M near the 10 percent mark.
The criteria in the program are intense: incoming freshmen
must graduate from high school with a minimum 3.5 grade point
average and score at least a 27 on the ACT or 1,200 on the SAT.
The program received a major boost this past fall. Mrs. Helen
Hardin, who passed away in November, gave a gift of $2 million

Royal Academy of Music, which, he says, is "the mecca of coun
tertenor study."
"It is a very unique voice type," says Meyer. "I had never
heard of the term countertenor until I was in high school. Many
of my friends — even music peers — haven't heard of the term
because it is such a rare voice type."
With about 700 students enrolled, the Academy selects only
the world's most promising voice students: only one in eight
applicants gains enrollment.
Meyer, who was awarded a $24,000 Rotary International

to enhance the program. Because of her generous donation, the

Ambassadorial Scholarship last fall, one day hopes to sing in the

program is now the Helen Hardin Honors Program. (See page 3

award-winning a cappella ensemble Chanticleer.

for a related story on Ms. Hardin and how her gift impacts the

The senior says the Honors Program at the U of M helped him
immensely.

U of M.)
So who are the students in the Helen Hardin Honors Program?

"The program gives you individualized attention," he says. "It

They are the best, the brightest and the most motivated. Here are

is a program that expects you to have higher academic standards.

a few:

When you go to the professors in the program and say you want to
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One part of the

do more or want
to do better, they

Honors Program

are there for you

helped her real
ize a life-long

and will help you

dream. Since

attain your goals
on an individual

ing students and

middle school,

level."

is situated in a

she has wanted

high-crime area

to visit Peru and

of Memphis.

Machu Picchu.

Visit http://
www.memphis.

Mikah Meyer

"The Honors

"We bring

edu/releases/
feb09/meyer.htm

them in and give

Program takes

for more infor

them diagnostic

spring-break

mation on Meyer,

tests in reading

tours of differ

and got to www.

and math and try

ent countries.

memphis.edu/

to help them run

videos for a video

those test scores

Shannon Hayes

Valerie Huery
Valerie Huery majors in biomedical engineering in the Herff
College of Engineering with a concentration in biomechanics.
That puts her in the field of orthopedics and in the middle of
technology for knee, hip and other types of joint replacements.
But she also has a lot to do with "heart,"
This Honors Program student volunteers at the Hope House in
Memphis, a non-profit that works to improve the quality of life of
HIV-impacted children and their families.
"These are a mix of kids from infancy up to 5-year-olds," says

We went to Peru
Kofi Martin

where we had a

tour guide who

up."

of him singing.

Of the Honors Program, the senior says, "It has afforded me

had been on the Travel Channel — he took us not to just the big

so many opportunities that hardly a day goes by that I don't get

ger sites, but to some of the smaller places I would not have gone

an e-mail from someone in the program letting me know about

to like Pisac, what used to be an Indian community up in the

internships, social events, study abroad programs and just all

mountains. It was breathtaking. We also went to Machu Picchu,

types of opportunities to enhance my education.
"I would tell any student interested in the program that it will

which was amazing. It was the realization of a dream I have had

help them grow in more ways than they could ever imagine,"
To see a video of why Valerie chose the U of M, visit http;//
www.memphis,edu/videos and scroll down to "Valerie,"

Shannon Hayes

for a decade."

Kofi Martin
As a young boy, Kofi Martin (BM '08) became interested in the
clarinet after hearing a rendition of Peter and the Wolf.
"When I looked up the performer's name, Prokofiev, and saw

Kyle Cheney
At many universities, only graduate students are afforded the
opportunity to do in-depth research. Not so at the U of M, espe
cially in the Department of Psychology in the College of Arts and
Sciences.'
Undergraduate Kyle Cheney has become an important part
of a research project that sounds more sci-fi than real: he uses
animated agents (talking heads) on a computer screen to optimize
learning in Memphis-area middle and high schools.
Cheney says researchers enter a classroom, discussa particular

Huery, who helps coordinate fundraising activities for the center.

Shannon Hayes doesn't have her sights set on mathematics,

"These kids may

but one might need a calculator anyway to add up her majors.

says Martin, a December graduate who now lives in Teusaquillo,

course's content with the students and then have the class watch

be shunned from

Hayes has majors in international studies, political science and

Colombia, where he is enrolled in a 'Teaching English as a

a 13- to 20-minutevideo, which consists of two talking heads: a

their families

foreign languages with concentrations in German, Spanish and

Foreign Language" course.

and from the

Portuguese, She even has a minor in history,

world. I see it as
the responsibil
ity of others to

"I got a full scholarship from the University so I believed I
should take full advantage of that," she says.

"The Honors Program definitely makes sure students are aware

Hayes, who plans to attend law school, currently is on an

of all of the opportunities within and outside of the U of M to

internship with the Center for the Study of the Presidency and

further cultivate their experience as students in this life-long

kids' quality of

Congress in Washington, D.C,

pursuit of learning,"

life better. I try

She says becoming an ambassador in a U.S. Embassy is a goal,

to show these

'That would be an amazing opportunity. With all my fields of

tional love and

expertise, I believe it would be right up my alley."
Hayes, from Bartlett, says the Honors Program has been a

show them that
people do care

Because of the Honors Program, Martin was able to intern with

"Within the video are deep-level reasoning questions which
thing works. We want them to know more about a subject rather
than just be able to fill in the blanks on a test."
The researchers do pretests and posttests to gauge how much
the video improved learning.
Cheney, who volunteers with the Memphis Crisis Center's

the National Endowment for the Arts through the Washington

suicide hotline, says he is "intrigued" by how the mind works.

Center.

He said he has found the U of M the perfect place to get hands-

'Through recommendations of that experience, I later interned
in New York City with the Arts and Business Council of New

'The Honors Program is a unique option for students to get

teacher and student who are discussing the course material.
are intended to make a student want to know how and why some

on experience.
"I don't think I would have this opportunity anywhere else. You

York and with WNYC Public Radio. The internships were abso

work closely with the professors who are doing the research and

about them."

that private education that a lot of people are seeking without

lutely life changing and completely refocused and clarified my

they can explain from a real world point of view the 'whys' of the

Huery also
volunteers at

being at a private college. I think the quality that the Honors

career objectives.

research."

Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church, where she works in an after-school
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As an alumnus of the Honors Program, Martin says it is easy to
look back at all of its benefits.

makes these

kids uncondi

Valerie Huery

my name, Kofi, in the middle, I knew the clarinet was for me,"

Program brings to students is unmatched and comparable to
other programs you would have to pay much more for."

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

"I highly recommend the Honors Program because its mission is
exactly the kind of educational opportunities that everyone should

SPRING 2009

Visit http://www.memphis.edu/honors to find out more about the
Honors Program.
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BY GABRIELLE MAXEY

Earning
their stripes
Since its creation in 1960, Tiger mascot Pouncer has become the face of U of M athletics.
A lot of sweat, a little blood and even a tear or two come with the role.
So who exactly is behind that mask?

They pull on a throw rug-like Tiger suit that weighs in at

"I didn't know there was a full scholarship involved," Wilson

around 10 pounds. They do this even on the most sweltering

says. "It's crazy how things work out. I really didn't want to leave.

Memphis days. The temperature inside the suit can easily reach

Pouncer's what kept me in school."

100 to 120 degrees. Under the orange-striped fauxfur, they may

His first mascot assignments were at Lady Tiger basketball and

be called upon to be a spirit leader, dancer, clown, gymnast or

volleyball games. He began adding costumes to give Pouncer dif

entertainer, sometimes all at once.

ferent personalities, including a basketball jersey, a referee shirt,

The University of Memphis student mascot is part of a legacy

a football uniform complete with pads, jersey and cleats, and

that stretches back to the late J. Wayne Johnson, a 1964 U of

Elvis Presley jumpsuits (blue for basketball, white for football).

M alumnus who originated the role. Johnson had the first Tiger

"I wore the Elvis suit a lot during the 2008 NCAA tournament for

costume personally made in 1960 and assumed the mascot role

the TV timeouts. When we're on ESPN, they're going to focus on

for the next three years. Since those early days, the mascot has

the mascot. I have a video of me in the middle of the Final Four

evolved from a fearsome jungle cat to the cartoon-like, friendly

symbol doing a snow angel in a blue Elvis Presley suit."

Pouncer who roams the sidelines at Tiger games.
Each student to wear the Pouncer suit has put his own paw

"If this is your house, I'm not going to come and disrespect you

print on the role. For Terez Wilson (BSEd '08), who portrayed

by messing with you or trying to pick a fight with you. I kind of

Pouncer from 2005-08, being a mascot was an extension of his

let them have their way in their house, and in my house it's the

high school days in Little Rock. "I was the class clown, voted the

same way. We have dance-offs, play fighting, but I've never been

most school spirited," Wilson says. "I was always painting my

in an altercation with a mascot."

chest, being loud, getting everybody into the game. People would
ask, 'Why is he cheering so hard?'"
Wanting to reach beyond his hometown for college, he earned

There's a certain code of conduct among mascots, Wilson says.

Wilson, who is now a mulitcultural events marketer at St. Jude
Children's Research Hospital, always tried to mingle with the
youngest fans. "Even if all the adults in the room hate me, the

scholarships to attend the U of M. But when his scholarships

kids are still going to love me. I make sure the kids are happy

started to run out, Wilson looked for a way to stay in school. He

and having a good time."

was working in the U of M Admissions Office with then-Pouncer

During the Tigers' 2008 NCAA championship run, Pouncer

Chris Kourvelas, who suggested Wilson try out for the mascot

finished second to the Stanford University tree as favorite mascot.

job. He sat in his room for two days cropping music and prepared

Wilson's Soulja Boy dance became an overnight youtube.com

an audition based on the song "I'll Do Anything for Love (But I

sensation.

Won't Do That)."
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Pouncer was first
introduced by J. Wayne
Johnson in 1960 and
has become one of the
top mascots in the country,
winning several national
mascot competitions.
Visit www.memphis.
edu/ncaa09/
featurestory0320.php
for a Web-exclusive story
on current Pouncer,
Taylor Burnside.

One of his most

hammed it up as the Memphis RiverKings' River Thing, the

kick, but it was kind of hard with that loaded shoe. Those things

wasn't so popular. "The ref made a horrible call. I put a towel

Memphis Pharaohs' Mummy, the Memphis Chicks' Chief

should be staged."

over my eyes and got my blind cane and walked around the court

Chickasaw and the WMC-TV 5 Snowbird. He even graduated to

and the whole arena was laughing. The referee got mad at me and

the major leagues, serving as the Dallas Cowboys' mascot Rowdy

School Panther. While at Bartlett, he also took gymnastics with

University of North Texas. In

told me to get rid of the cane or he would call a technical on my

in 1997. Pegg also runs Mascot Central, a company that markets

the cheerleading squad. At the U of M, he was Pouncer from

the fourth quarter, the North

team. I couldn't have cared less. I was in the suit, I was enter

its own mascot for others to use, helps companies design a mas

1986-89, starting out at women's basketball games as a freshman.

Texas Eagle hit Kourvelas in

taining, all the schools were laughing. It was about the fans."

cot and provides trained mascots for corporate events.
Unlike Wilson, Pegg considers himself more of an entertainer

While the other Pouncer he worked with was tall, the shorter

the head. "I drew a line with

Ramsey used the contrast in height to create his own Pouncer

my foot and said, 'Come on

gymnastics for five years, being Pouncer allowed him to channel

than an athlete. "I'm a larger guy. I don't tumble and I don't flip,"

persona: "Baby Pouncer."

then.' The game pretty

his inner athlete. "I feel like I'm the sixth man for basketball, the

he says. "I love to dance.I'm a big dancer and entertainer of

12th man for football," he says. "I can still tumble, but I can't

people when some people think a mascot is only for children. If

with large tiger paw stickers. "I went to Spencer's and got an

us up on the JumboTron. He

tumble in the suit because it sits about a foot above my head. I'm

I can make an older person think the character is real for three

adult pacifier. It was pink. I cut one side off and put aluminum

came up to hit me and I took

an athlete at heart. I love sports. I have so much energy, that's the

seconds where they forget it's a guy in a costume, then I've done

foil on it so nobody could pull it out."

him down. There was a lot of

only way I can let it out. Pouncer kept me connected to sports."

my job. They break away and go 'Wow,' and start thinking the

He recalls one game during the tournament when the mascot

For Wilson, who played baseball in high school and took

Like athletes, mascots can have their share of injuries. At one

character is real."

football game, excited fans were carrying Wilson up the stands

Pegg enjoyed the travel that comes with the job. "Penny

in a crowd-surfing frenzy. "They dropped me.There was a big

Hardaway was playing basketball, so that year we did a lot of

thud. I wasn't hurt, but I knew everybody was going to belaugh

traveling. We went to New York, Madison Square Garden and to

ing at Pouncer," he remembers. "I jumped up like 'I'm OK' and

Maui for the Maui Classic. That was great."

everybody started clapping. I was supposed to fallat least twice a

For part of his tenure, Pegg worked with another mascot,

Alan Ramsey began his mascot career as the Bartlett High

Ramsey's mother made a tiger-sized diaper, which he covered

As Pouncer, he was one of four finalists for the best college

memorable games was the
New Orleans Bowl against the

much stopped. They put

mascot at the College Cheerleading Championships, competing

screaming and yelling."
He especially liked to make kids smile. While some youngsters

against two other tigers (Missouri and Auburn) and the University

can't wait to get a hug from Pouncer, some are a bit shy, like one

of Akron's "Zippy the Zipper."

young boy who had been watching Kourvelas intently during a

Ramsey enjoyed the playful nature of Baby Pouncer. "At a game

game. "His father came up and said, 'My son wants to meet you.'

against Florida State, there was this tarp we used as a slide. We

I held out my hands to give him a hug. He was literally shaking

would ran around and slide back down on it. It got a great reaction

he was so excited."
There are certain traditions surrounding Pouncer, Kourvelas says.

season."
And how did he deal with the intense heat generated by the

as Pouncer and Bouncer. Bouncer, introduced as a cousin of

from the fans," Ramsey says. "At Florida I waswrestling with an

Pouncer, arrived by plane and was whisked away in a limou

inflatable alligator — pile driving it, giving it acouple of elbows."

costume? "I would tell people I'm on the Pouncer diet," Wilson

sine to his first game. One of his favorite memories came at the

Chris Kourvelas, who wore the Pouncer suit from 2000-05,

laughs. "I'm eating everything and sweating it off." His advice:

football game at which tiger cub TOM II was introduced as the

cheered on the Tigers long before he attended the University of

Take lots of breaks and drink lots of fluids. "I would take longer

live mascot. "Andy Messick (Pegg's co-mascot) and I were on the

Memphis. "I've been a Tiger fan since I was a kid," he remem

J. Wayne Johnson, the first costumed mascot, was killed

breaks for football. I'd take the head off, get some water and get

field, petting him and everything and TOM II grabbed a hold of

bers. "My family had Golden Circle tickets. I would sit behind

in a helicopter crash while serving on special assignment with

some air, so it wasn't too bad."

Andy's glove and wouldn't let go. It was kind of, 'Oh, little tiger,

the players and watch the mascot."
Kourvelas (BPS '04, MAT '07) stresses it's important fora

the Navy in 1967. But those who follow as Pouncer carry on the

The suit — which includes a head, two bodies, a pair of feet
and a pair of hands — costs about $6,000 and is replaced every

let go,' and we started laughing."
During a football game against rival Ole Miss, mascot Colonel

mascot to be aware of what's happening on the basketball court or

For example, Pouncer has aspecific walk, which Kourvelas passed
on to Wilson. "There's sort of a swagger to it, kind of a bounce. I
started a new tradition of players huddling around Pouncer."

tradition proudly.
"Some day I can actually watch a video of Pouncer with my

two to four years. Wilson would wash the costume after each

Reb would kick a 60-yard field goal. The routine required him to

the football field — not a simple task when your eyes are at the top

kids and say, "That's your dad jumpin' up and down, that's your

game and spray the head with a fabric refresher to remove any

fill the football with helium and exchange one of his soft costume

of your head like Pouncer's are. "You have to keep up with what's

dad slidin' on the court," says Wilson. "So my children will have

game-day funk.
For Chris Pegg (BSEd '93), what began as being Pouncer

shoes for a harder shoe. "When he put that hard shoe on, that

happening on court," he says. "If there's a good defensive effort,

a lot to look up to. Their dad came to school on hope. He was told

ball would go flying. Later we started playing around. He forgot

you've got to react to it." In football, he says,"You have to be

he wasn't supposed to be in college. But I graduated. I was actu

from 1991-93 turned into a career. He is currently Rockey

to take his hard shoe off and kicked me, and I'm like 'Owwwww.

aware of where the play might be coming. You could get run over."

the Rockin' Redbird, mascot of the Memphis Redbirds. He's

What in the world did you just kick me with?' It was a play

ally a collegiate athlete. I didn't get to play baseball, but I was
the mascot. That counts for a lot." <j,

BY SARA HOOVER

Writing a wrong
A 9-year-old shoots his father dead; an 11-year-old fatally wounds his dad's girlfriend.
Kids are increasingly seeing themselves and their loved ones suffer the consequences of violence.
The U of M lends a helping hand through a unique writing challenge.

Imagine you're 12 years old and riding a bike to the park.

Foundation to express gratitude toward the United States for

When you get there, you see your father. He notices your bike

liberating Kuwait from Iraq in 1991. Thirty-five school districts

and looks around furtively, but he doesn't spot you. He then

across the country participate.

makes his purchase. It's weed. You stop going to that park, where

The U of M provides judging for the Memphis area while the

you actually were going to sell drugs, but now you won't anymore.

Shelby County District Attorney General's Office sponsors and

Or picture your favorite uncle, the one you look up to and admire.

coordinates it. There were 500 submissions the first year. Now,

You find out he is in a gang, and he convinces your brother to

in the fourth year, 33 schools participated and more than 1,500

join. You're confused and hurt, and they want you to join. Or

essays were submitted locally.

envision the unspeakable horror of witnessing your father kill
your mother in a fit of rage in front of you.
These nightmarish scenarios are the kind we wish to shelter
children from, not situations that we want as part of their exis
tence. Unfortunately, many kids are all too frequently impacted
by violence.
To reduce this trend and provide a forum for youth, a national

Seventh- and eighth-grade students answer three questions:
How have you been affected by youth violence? Where does youth
violence come from? What can you do about youth violence? Their
answers can be an essay, poem, rap or song — however students
want to express themselves using 500 to 1,000words.
"We believe that if we get young people to begin to think about
violence, write about violence and provide solutions to violence,

essay contest titled Do The Write Thing challenges middle school

then the likelihood of them committing violent acts reduces,"

students to relate their experiences with violence and come up

says Harold Collins (BA '88), special assistant to the District

with solutions.

Attorney General.

"Those are important issues for the kids to think about," says

One solution already implemented from a student essay is

Kathleen Rutledge (BSEd '01), a middle school teacher in her

presentations about violence to middle schools. The D.A.'s office

third year of participating in the competition. "My kids need a

now goes to every middle school in Shelby County and talks

voice. There are hundreds of competitions they could do, but if

about gangs, victims and juvenile offenders.

I'm going to ask them to do something like that I want it to have

The competition provides an outlet for children to write about

meaning for them. This one does. It touches their world and what

their experiences and a window into their feelings, as previous

they need to think about."

winner Meisha Richardson's essay highlights: I wake up every

Do The Write Thing is sponsored by the National Campaign
to Stop Violence and originated by the Kuwait-American
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morning to live for all the children who didn't make it in life. I
live my life to keep the spirits of children young and old alive.

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

Violence has caused many children my age to get killed. It makes
me sad because I think about that. It could have been me. Two years
ago a familyfriend was killed at a gas station. Violence caused my
mother not to let me go many places I used to. To see my friend die
and have such a short life was sad. It made me feel so angry. At first
I was depressed because I thought it should have been me who got
shot. On that dayhe had asked me to go with him. I should have
gone, but then it occurred to me, "If I were the one to get shot he
would be writing this essay about me."
In 2005, the National Center for Injury Prevention and Control
listed homicide as the second leading cause of death for youth
ages 12 to 17. Regrettably, young people are not only at risk of
being victims of violence, but also perpetrators.
According to the U.S. Department of Justice's Office of
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, juveniles were
involved in 25 percent of serious violent victimizations (rape,
other sexual assaults, robbery and aggravated assault) annually
over the last 25 years. Juvenile offenders were involved in at
least 10 percent of all murders in 2006.
The U of M criminology and criminal justice department has

Millington Middle School students brainstorm for submission ideas for the Do The Write Thing contest.

judged the contest for the past three years. Criminal justice stu
dents select a boy and girl winner from each school.
Initially, some schools selected their own boy and girl finalist
and the judging process varied. In an effort to make the judg

Kathleen Rutledge, U of M alumna, works with her eighth-grade class at
Millington Middle School on Do The Write Thing essays.

names before sending them on. This judging method ensures that
every essay gets consistent review and the U of M's involvement
adds a level of credibility.
The judging is sponsored by the CriminalJustice Student

The school finalists are invited to an awards banquet along
with their parents, teachers and administrators. The overall boy

really going on in their environments, their school, their homes,"

and girl winner are announced in front of approximately 400

little gung ho and it's all about the punitive portion, but there are

says Cox, a senior chemistry major with minors in biology and

people, including Shelby County Sheriff Mark Luttrell (MPA

victims behind these crimes."

criminal justice.

'74), Memphis Police Department director Larry Godwin, school

ing unbiased and more formalized, the U of M was asked to get
involved. The D.A.'s office codes the essays and removes the

"I think that many children are affected by violence in many
ways. This gives them an opportunity to think about what is

One young girl's submission heart-wrenchingly exemplifies
victimization: I had a mother that showed me lave and home
but because of violence she is gone. You all have seen me on the

Association, the Pre-Law Society and the Department of Criminology

news when a dismembered woman was found in Mississippi. That

and Criminal Justice. Approximately 30students volunteer their

woman was my mother and I was a 12-year-old that witnessed her

time. The judging is not related toextra credit or classes.

death. I watched her die and boy does it hurt. On that day and

Cox plans to become a forensic analyst and feels this experi
ence will benefit her career.
"I am going to deal with a lot of different kinds of people. So you
have to understand where everybody is coming from,"says Cox.
Shelby County Attorney General Bill Gibbons makes an appear

superintendent Kriner Cash and Gibbons. Each finalist gets a
trophy and his or her picture taken.
Local sponsors play a large part in recognizing the finalists and
helping Do The Write Thing happen each year. Sponsors include
Hope Presbyterian Church, Captain D's, Memphis Grizzlies,

ance at the judging event and congratulates the U of M students on

The Commercial Appeal and First Student, the Memphis/Shelby

for a while I couldn't eat or sleep. All I could think about is what

their volunteerism and reiterates the necessity of this competition.

County school bus company.

content, originality and responsiveness to the questions asked. A

I saw. It was terrible because I saw my daddy kill my mom. Every

He also sends an individual thank-you letter to each volunteer.

team of three evaluates essays in the school they are assigned. The

step of that tragedy was witnessed by me. And after all of that I

team must be unanimous in its decision of the boy and girl winner.

was told toclean the remains of what was left.

community for a good cause. Students in the criminal justice

Ellecia Johnson, a senior majoring in criminal justice, was on
the judging team that read this essay.

department are getting to read about crime in our neighborhoods

together," says Pitts. "They get to see the actual winners walk

from the vantage point of young people. That has got to help in

forward and their families. You can tell some of these kids had

"I cannot even begin to explain what she was going through.

The submissions are not judged on grammar orspelling, but on

"I saw this as an opportunity to contextualize learning. We're
training the future police officers, corrections officers, attorneys,
case managers, social workers and probation officers in our
department right now," says Dr. Wayne Pitts, assistant professor
of criminal justice and coordinator of the U of M judging process.
"We can allow them the opportunity to develop a greater sense

"This is an example of how the University can work with the

terms of their overall perspective on crime in this community and

never been singled out and honored for anything. To know that

what their future careers will be in the criminal justice system,"

they had some part in that and saw the full cycle, they begin

something that actually happened here — in your community

says Gibbons.

to see these kids don't look depraved. These are good kids but

and your surroundings — is nothing like learning about what is

After the boy and girl finalists are selected from each school,

going on in textbooks, merely just statistics. It is a whole other

the essays are forwarded to a panel of nine community judges

violence in Memphis. But when you're reading a middle school

dimension to your learning process," says Johnson, who volun
teered "to experience something new."

who select the boy and girl winner from Memphis/Shelby County.

talking about, 'We don't eat dinner at the table anymore because
of stray bullets.' This is the other side. Students oftentimesare a

"Our students see the larger context of how this is all pulling

It just gave me a whole different outlook on the world. Reading

of empathy for our community. We watch the news and see the
kid's account, unrefined raw emotion comes through. A kid's

The U of M volunteers are also invited to attend the banquet
and represent the University.

Another U of M student, Jayne Cox, volunteered as a way to
give back.
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

they've had some horrible experiences in their life already. We
see that this whole situation could be different."
Past winner Demarrius Banks' essay reflects the fine line many

The panel includes Gibbons and Collins from the D.A.'s office,

children teeter upon: I am being raised by my grandmother. My

Dr. Pitts from the U of M and other prominent community mem

grandmother told me to do what is right. If I do see my uncles and

bers like attorneys and judges.

brother involved in gangs and doing drugs, I should not start their

SPRING 2009
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U of M criminology and criminal justice students prepare to judge more than 1,500 essays from Memphis/Shelby County.

bad habits. I should continue to be a leader and not a follower.

insurmountable to overcome: Youth violence has affected my

It does get hard for me at times. My mother was killed in an act

life by getting in a gang. It made me want to get a weapon, and

of violence. It is painful for me to talk about it at times. However,

when I used it I got nervous. It made me scared. I put it back in

when I am feeling down, I have to talk to my grandmother and

the house. I needed some money to get a gun to get friends so they

she encourages me to stay on task. I have an uncle who is in a

will say I am hard with that gun because I need to feel like a man

gang. He is one of my favorite uncles that I looked up to. I was

and have drugs and sell it. I went to the grove. I have seen my

hurt when I discovered he was involved in gang-related activities.

daddy buying some weed and he seen my bike in the yard. He look

When I grow up, I want to be able to help people like my uncle and

around and then he almost seen me on the street. I stop selling

children who are involved in violence. I am a seventh-grade young

weed because he goes to the grove himself. I got out. Now, I am a
better person and I have the Lord in my life.

man who is on the honor roll at my school. I am very respectful
to my classmates, friends and everyone I come in contact with.
My grandmother taught me to treat others the way I want to be
treated.

The competition's message to young people is an old one: the

Middle school teachers also benefit from the Recognition Week
by getting to attend and meet with other teachers across the
country about what works in their schools.
Jonathan Jones-Edwards, last year's Memphis winner, enjoyed
his first trip to D.C. and had no idea he would be selected.
"I was very surprised. I had no idea. I was shocked. My heart
was beating fast. I was amazed."
Jones-Edwards' visit included a trip to the Capitol Building,
Library of Congress and Interior Building, where he met the
Secretary of the Interior.
An important component is an evening at the Kuwaiti

pen truly is mightier than the sword. Or as one middle schooler

Embassy. All the winners are greeted by the Kuwaiti ambassador

put it: "It's better to write than to fight."

and exposed to Kuwaiti culture.

All the school finalists' essays are published as a local col

Recognition Week in D.C. is in July, and Pinnacle Airlines

lection. The regional winners' essays are also published in The

provides the roundtrip airline tickets. Students, parents, teach

Commercial Appeal.

ers and regional directors of the program attend. Those from

That's not all the regional winners receive. The overall boy and

Last year's Memphis regional winners, Takila Williams and Jonathan Jones-Edwards, in Washington, D.C.

Tennessee also visit with U.S. Senators Bob Corker and Lamar

"We ate different types of foods and listened to speakers," says
Jones-Edwards.
The event includes Mediterranean food and Kuwaiti music
performances.

personally affected them. A lot of the parents were crying, includ
ing me."
Another poignant part of the contest for Edwards was sifter her
son's essay was published in The Commercial Appeal.
"When his essay was published in the paper, this lady in
Germantown wrote him a letter commending him on his thoughts.
It was touching. To see his essay had an effect on grown people. I
framed it," says Edwards.
Although he had fun, Jones-Edwards realizes the implications
of being a finalist.
"I want to do the right thing. They say as a representative of
that, I should set an example for others."
Jones-Edwards' essay reflected his intention to set a good
example and was partially why he was selected: I can help stop
youth violence by participating in random acts of kindness, orga
nizing groups or clubs to help those with personal problems, help
ing someone rather than talking about them. Letting others know

girl winners are awarded an all-expense paid, weeklong trip to

Alexander. All the winners receive t-shirts, identification cards

Washington, D.C., with a parent to meet with other winners from

and a tour of the Capitol. The trip has a lasting impact on the

their hand, looks them in the eye and tells them how important it

can teach our children to do things that will affect them in a posi

across America. They are recognized at the Kuwaiti Embassy and

participants.

is for him to meet them and how honored he is for them to come

tive way. Youth violence is holding our children back from being

and share their life stories or their essays with the people of

where they need to be. Keep our next generation and generations to

Kuwait," adds Collins.

come safe. Together we can stop violence.

among prominent American government officials. A book of the
regional finalists' essays from around the country are published
and placed in the Library of Congress.
"We don't languish over this. Anyone we choose, this is going
to be huge for their lives," says Pitts of the community judging
panel's decision.
It certainly may be huge for youth like Marquavius Westbrook,

"You may end up taking a young person and their parent on
their very first plane ride, which is something in itself," says
Collins, who accompanies the delegation as the local direc
tor. "They realize they're among other students from across the
country who have written essays and been selected to represent

'The ambassador personally speaks to every child. He shakes

Jones-Edwards' mom, Delores Edwards, went with him and her
first trip to D.C. was eye opening.
"The thing that stood out the most was the children. Wewere

their area. They get to spend time with other teens talking about

at the Library of Congress and several of the children had been

violence and things that's going on in their communities."

chosen to read their essay. I felt likeI'd been living in a corner

a Memphis winner, whose gang activities and home life seemed

that they can do anything as long as they apply themselves. We

This is a message that U of M students are honoring with their
volunteerism to the contest.
Visit www.memphis.edu/videos to see a series of videos on Do
The Write Thing.

somewhere after listening to the childrenand how violence has
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

SPRING 2009

35

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

ALUMNI

Club and Chapter News
For more information on any Alumni Association
clubs, chapters or events, contact the Association
at alumniassociation@memphis.edu or
901/678-2586.

AUSP
The chapter hosted its annual alumni reception in
February at the annual Mid-South Conference on
Communicative Disorders. Outstanding alumnus
Peter J. Marincovich (PhD '87) was recognized at
the event.

Band
After a successful Bandmasters competition
with more than 8,000 participants, guests, fans
and friends this past fall at the Liberty Bowl, the
chapter hosted the Mid-South Indoor Percussion
and Color Guard Competition at the Elma Roane
Held House on the U of M campus in March.

Education
The chapter hosted Educator's Day at a fall football
game. Outstanding Education Alumna Debra Robb
(BS '76, MS '81)was recognized during an on-field
ceremony, and Memphis-area educators received
discounted admission to thegame.

Engineering
The chapter hosted its third annual Student and
Alumni Mixer in January at the Alumni Center.
More than 50 guests reconnected with friends
and offered career advice to the many graduating
seniors who attended. The Engineering Alumni
Chapter honored Tom DeHart (BS '68) as its

Outstanding Engineering Alumnus at the 2009
Engineering Awards Dinner in March at the
University Holiday Inn.

Frosh Camp
Frosh Camp counselors celebrated 15 years of
Frosh Camp at a reunion during Homecoming
last fall. More than 100 former counselors
gathered for an evening of fun, food and
fellowship, which included a slideshow of several
hundred photographs.

Journalism
The Journalism Department's Outstanding
Journalism Alumni Awards Dinner was held at
The Racquet Club of Memphis in October. The
honored alumni were Walter Leavy (BA '75),
former editor of Ebony magazine; Paul Jewell (BA
'78), director of marketing forThe Commercial
Appeal; and Deanie Parker (BPS '77, MPA '88),
retired president and CEO of Soulsville.

Law
The Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law Alumni
Chapter hosted reunions in the fall for graduates
of the classes of '63, '68, '73, '78, '83, '88,
'93, '98 and '03. Alumni and friends celebrated
at Felicia Suzanne's Restaurant in downtown
Memphis and spent time mingling with current
Law School faculty and staff.
The annual Judicial Reception was held at
the home of U of M President Shirley Raines
in November to honor 2008 School of Law
graduates, justices of the Supreme Court of
Tennessee and members of the federal, state

A S S O C I A T I O N

and local judiciary. Law Alumni Association
members, recent graduates, elected officials and
Tennessee judiciary also attended.
The second annual Law School Legacy
Luncheon was held in March to honor 18 legacy
relations in the Class of 2011. The luncheon
provided Law Alumni board members, legacy
relatives, faculty and students a time to share
stories, advice and gather on campus.

Luther C. McClellan
The Luther C. McClellan Alumni Chapter kicked
off the fall with the Homecoming Step Show
reunion. The annual step show, which featured
University of Memphis NPHC Greek alums,
followed the Homecoming Parade and pep
rally. This year's winners of the step show were
the ladies of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority. The chapter
hosted a wine and cheese reception in February.
Fellow alumni and friends had an opportunity to
mix and mingle whiletalking about new ideas.
The chapter awarded two $500 scholarships to
undergraduate students this semester. Recipients
were chosen based on academics, leadership
experience and community sen/ice.
The Music Society and the Rudi E. Scheidt
School of Music celebrated Jazz Week in March
with a wine and cheese reception prior to a
performance by famed jazz musician Joyce
Cobb in Harris Concert Hall. More than 20 music
alumni and friends gathered to share a night of
music and fellowship.

Theatre & Dance

Emalie Appleton Brooks was often referred to as "the
Godfather" by her many University of Memphis friends
because she was able to "take care of everybody and

la

everything with apparent ease and grace."
"She was the first to check on someone who was sick,
or drive someone to the doctor," said Cathy Dice, an
instructor of English at the U of M. 'The first to take food to
a friend or church member who had lost a loved one."
Now, Dice and others are taking care of Brooks' legacy
by establishing the Emalie Appleton Brooks Scholarship.
Brooks, an alumna and former English instructor at the U. .
"Emalie was an amazing individual - she seemed
to know something about every topic under the sun,"
said Dice. "When we are screening applicants for the
scholarship, one of the main qualities we look for is
Emalie's passion for learning and for soaking up as much
life as the world has to offer."
According to Brooks' brother, Tom Appleton, Emalie
loved exploring - she often traveled to Europe to absorb

The University of Memphis Association of Retirees
had a night on the town this spring as they had
dinner at Cafe 1912, followed by a journey to
Circuit Playhouse for the play HistoryBoys. UMAR
members visited the Calvary Lenten Series in late
February for a lecture and lunch.

that she held so dear. Among her favorite places were
Stratford-upon-Avon, England, where she saw several
Shakespearean plays performed by the Royal Shakespeare
and grave of her favorite Romantic, William Wordsworth;
and Florence, Italy, where she toured the apartment of
Elizabeth Barrett Browning.
Dice said Brooks carried this passion for learning into
the classroom.
"She saw teaching not simply as a job, but as part of her

University College
The University College hosted a holiday reception
for alumni, faculty and staff. Alumni andfaculty
came out to reconnect with friends, network with
each other, and enjoy the holiday season together.
This spring the chapter awarded a $500 book
scholarship to a student in the UniversityCollege.

identity," said Dice. "Her dedication to her students was

Young Alumni

in the classroom."

The Young Alumni Committee hosted its second
annual First Tennessee True Blue 5k run on a
crisp evening in late November. The Mighty
continued on page 39
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Emalie Appleton Brooks

the pages of literary ink that were penned by the masters

Company; the Lake district, where she visited the home

UMAR
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Friends establish scholarship
in honor of former instructor and alum

of M, passed away in 2006.

Music

The Theatre & Dance Alumni Club hosted a
reception in February following a performance of
the classic love story Cyrano. Nearly 100 alumni
and friends enjoyed a romantic night with treats
and champagne and the chance to mingle with
actors, including alumnus Jerre Dye (BFA '93),
who starred as Cyrano.

The University of Memphis Alumni Association's pre-game pep rally was literally a wave of blue
as thousands of fans attended prior to the Tigers' second round NCAA game against Maryland in
Kansas City. Clubs around the country held watch parties to cheer the team to victory.(Photo by
Greg Russell)

the columns

obvious. She believed in challenging them and making
sure that they lived up to their responsibilities, but she
genuinely wanted them to succeed and was constantly
looking for new topics to discuss and new strategies to use
Becky Argall, assistant professor and director of lower
division programs in English, said the scholarship was
created in Spring 2007 and that it specifiesthe award

go to a junior or senior undergraduate student who is
majoring in English and who has a minimum GPA of 3.0. The scholarship was awarded for the first time during
the 2007-08 academic year. Rebekah Hope Guess is this
year's recipient.
Appleton said that his sister first taught in the
public school system in Memphis after receiving an
undergraduate degree at Rhodes. He said she pursued her
love of the "Romantic poets, Shakespeare and the 19th
century English novel" at the U of M, where she received
a master of arts in 1970. In the late 1980s, she began
teaching at the University.
"She was regarded as a superior classroom instructor
and mentor," said Appleton, who often traveled with
Emalie and her husband, William Brooks, to Europe.
Said Dice, "What I remember most about Emalie is her
extraordinary kindness and warmth. She had a wicked
sense of humor and loved to make people laugh."
- by Greg Russell
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Alumni and friends board "M Train" for awards gala
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continued from page 36
The University of Memphis Alumni Association awarded its
highest honor in February to a popular restaurateur, a pair of
magazine editors, the president of a Fortune 500 company and
a noted community developer. Walter Leavy, Lynn Norment, Bill
Rhodes and the late Thomas Boggs were honored with the 2009
Distinguished Alumni Award; Henry Turley was recognized as the
Distinguished Friend of the University. The awards were presented at
a gala at Central Station in downtown Memphis.

W

Boggs (BA '72) was CEO, president
and managing partner of the popular
Hue/s chain of restaurants. Bom in
Wynne, Ark., Boggs played drums with
regional bands and was recruited to play
with the popular '60s band the Box Tops.
Later he returned to the U of M to finish
his degree in history. After working for
T.G.I. Friday's, he joined Huey's, moving

^
\

Thomas Bo

s

^r°m '3artenc''n§ 'nt0 management.
Boggs used his considerable corporate
experience to transform Huey's from a
bar into a successful restaurant.
He was active in the community, serving as vice president of
the 2001 Memphis in May International Festival and co-chair of
the Blues Ball. Boggs served on many boards promoting tourism
and the hospitality industry, including eight years as president of
the Memphis Restaurant Association. He received the association's
highest award, the Newt Hardin Award, as well as its Civic and
Community Leadership Award. Boggs also received the Jefferson
Award from the American Institute for Public Service in recognition
of outstanding communityand public service. The U of M's College
of Arts and Sciences honored Boggs with its Outstanding Alumnus
Award in 2002. He also established the Hue/s Corporation
Scholarship at the U of M in 2004. He was a lifetime member of
the Alumni Association.
Leavy (BA '75) was co-managing
editor of Ebony magazine, the nation's
largest magazine aimed at an AfricanAmerican audience. He had been at
Ebony since 1980, steadily moving up
through the organization. When longtime
executive editor Lerone Bennett Jr. retired
in 2005, Leavy and fellow U of Malumna
and past Ebony staff member Lynn
Norment were promoted to run the dayWalter Leavy
to-day operations of the magazine, which
is affiliated with Jet magazine.
Leavy received a BA in journalism from the University in 1975.
He was honored with the 2008 Journalism Alumni Chapter's
Outstanding Journalism Alumnus Award, and is an annual member
of the Alumni Association.

Norment (BA '73) grew up in Bolivar,
Tenn., one of six daughters, five of whom
attended the U of M. It was clear from
the beginning of her career that she was
destined to be a journalistic success:
on her first day as a reporter for The
Commercial Appeal, she was dispatched
to cover a shooting in south Memphis
just before the end of her shift. She
combed the area, knocking on doors to
Lynn Norment
get information. To Normenfs surprise, her
contribution to the story resulted in her first byline.She worked for
the newspaper from 1973-77. During a trip to Chicago, she stopped
by the Ebony offices to ask about freelance writing opportunities. She
was given an assignment to interview a college basketball player, then
another story, this time on legendary gospel and soul singer Al Green.
As soon as the editors read the story, they offered Norment a job.
In 1991, Norment received the Journalism Alumni Chapter's
Outstanding Journalism Alumna Award. She is an annual member of
the Alumni Association.
Rhodes (MBA '88) is president and
CEO of AutoZone Inc., the country's
largest auto parts retailer. He was named
CEO in 2005 after serving in a variety of
executive roles. Most recently, Rhodes
was executive vice president overseeing
store and commercial operations. Prior
to that, he served in several positions
with AutoZone, including senior vice
president of supply chain and information
Bill Rhodes
technology, divisional vice president of
stores, and senior vice president of finance.
Rhodes, who joined AutoZone in 1994, began his career at the
accounting firm Ernst & Young, serving in various capacities from
1988-94. He earned his bachelor's degree in accounting from the
University of Tennessee at Martin and his MBA from the U of M
in 1988. Rhodes was a 2006 recipient of the Fogelman College
of Business & Economics Alumni Chapter's Outstanding Alumnus
Award, and is an annual member of the Alumni Association.
Turley is president of Henry Turley Co.,
a real estate development firm focusing
on community development and urban
redevelopment. Among his projects are the
Shrine Building and the Cotton Exchange
Building.

Henry Turley

In 2006, he established the Henry
Turley Fellowship to promote high-quality
redevelopment in the areas surrounding
the U of Mand to assist the University with

its goal of public policy research based on
engaged scholarship and its strengthening community initiative.
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Sound of the South, U of M spirit squads and Pouncer cheered on hundreds
of runners and volunteers as they trekked through the U of M campus.
The committee hosted a watch party for the U of M vs. UAB football game
at Patrick's in the fall. The house was packed with more than 100 fans as
everyone watched the Tigers tackle the Blazers. The committee also threw
a watch party for the U of M vs. UT basketball game in January. More 100
alumni, fans and friends came out to watch the Tiger victory.
For information about all out-of-town clubs and events, contact the Alumni
Association at alumniassociation@memphis.edu or 800/678-8729.

Atlanta
The Atlanta Alumni Club hosted a watch party for every basketball game
during the 2008-09 season and made a road trip to Birmingham to watch
the Tigers live as they battled UAB.

Boston/New England
The Boston/New England Alumni Club held a basketball watch party in
February at the home of club vice president Diane Gold (BA '94).A spirited
group of New England-area alumni and fans gathered to enjoy an exciting
afternoon of Tiger basketball and camaraderie.

Chicago
The Chicago Alumni Club cheered on former Tiger basketball greats Derrick
Rose and Rodney Carney as they played against each other in an NBA game
in January. The club had a group of more than 30Tiger fans to support the
fellow alumni. Chicago-area alumni continued to meet at Junior's Sports
Lounge throughout the NCAA tournament.

Dallas/Ft. Worth
The Dallas Alumni Club hosted a pre-game tailgate on the SMU campus
during football season this past fall before theTigers took on the Mustangs.
The club also hosted more than 100 fans at the pre-game party at its favorite
Memphis-style barbeque restaurant before the C-USA basketball matchup
this spring.

San Antonio/Austin
The San Antonio/Austin Club hosted watch parties during the regular season
and C-USA Tournament. This newly expanded club is creating a buzz in the
area and is looking for more alumni and fans to come out and join the True
Blue fun.

St. Louis
The St. Louis Alumni Club welcomed fellow alumni, fans, friends and alumni
staff at a watch party at Fox & Hound Chesterfield in February. The club
watched as the Tigers took down a nationally ranked opponent and enjoyed
an evening of True Blue fellowship. Alumni and fans continued to gather
during March Madness to cheer on the Tigers.

Tampa/Orlando
Tampa/Orlando alumni and friends joined the Alumni Association before
the Tigers played in the St. Petersburg Bowl. The Mighty Sound of the South,
Tiger spirit squads and Pouncer joined the True Blue Celebration as the
Association helped more than 500 fans enjoy the festivities in sunny Florida.

Washington, D.C.
The Washington, D.C., Alumni Club hosted a pre-game party for alumni
and friends in the D.C. area before the Tigers took onGeorgetown in late
December. Tiger fans enjoyed mixing and mingling at theVerizon Center.

Expansion
We are looking to expand and form more True Blue clubs across the country.
If you live in Jackson, Miss., Jackson, Tenn., or San Francisco, please contact
the Alumni Association at alumniassociation@memphis.edu or 800/6788729 for more information on how you can get involved.

Development News

Houston
The Houston Alumni Club hosted a pre-game reception at the Houston
University Hilton prior to the Memphis vs. Houston basketball game in
March. The club gathered for fun, food and fellowship before headingover
to watch the big game.

Little Rock
The newly re-formed Little Rock Alumni Club enjoyed an outdoor watch
party during football season. Several alumni, fans and friends joined alumni
staff in the scenic River Market area in downtown Little Rock

Lower Alabama
The Lower Alabama Alumni Club took a road trip to Hattiesburg, Miss., to
watch the Tigers take on Southern Miss. The club was in the Mardi Gras
spirit, decked out with blue and silver beads while cheering on the Tigers.
The club also took in a Tiger baseball game in March when the team visited
South Alabama for a two-game set

Nashville
The Nashville Alumni Club hosted a watch party as the Tigers took on
Gonzaga in February. More than 75 Tiger alumni and friends turned out for
this fun event.

New York City
The New York City Alumni Club gathered at Rogue for watch parties
throughout the basketball season. The Big Apple Tigers met regularly to
watch the team play when televised.
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The University of Memphis wishes to acknowledge the
generous gifts of its donors, including the following:
The Charles and Virginia Dickey Endowed Scholarship
Fund was established by siblings Ann, Barbara and Charles
"Budd/' Dickey in memory of their parents, Charles and Virginia.
The endowment will provide scholarships for incoming or current
students who demonstrate financial need and the ability and
potential to perform well in college. Preference will be given to
students who are members of an underrepresented population
which contributes to the diversity of the student body. The first
scholarship will be awarded during the 2009-10 academic year.
The Deal Cooper Holton PLLC Award for Excellence in
Trial Advocacy was established by the law firm of Deal Cooper
Holton PLLC. The award will be presented to a student with
excellent performance in the Trial Advocacy course in the Cecil C.
Humphreys School of Law.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Fogelman donated more than 180
pieces of sub-Saharan African art to the Art Museum of the
University of Memphis. Featuring such objects as an elaborate
beaded Yoruba priest's tunic, a cast metal Benin head from Nigeria
and a wooden Fang funerary mask from Gabon, the Robert and
Martha Fogelman Collection provides a rich core of valuable
research and study material for visitors to the museum.
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1957

1967

by Business TN magazine. The
statewide publication cited
his extensive experience in
defense litigation.

Andy Nelson (BS), a former
Tiger football standout who
played eight seasons in the
NFL, was inducted into the
Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame.

Stephen Simpson (BSEd,
MEd '70) is headmaster of
Briarcrest Christian School.

1960
Louis F. Allen (BS), an
attorney with Glankler Brown,
was named to Mid-South
SuperLawyers.

1969
Richard Glassman (BS, JD
'72), a partner in Glassman,
Edwards, Wade & Wyatt, was
named a fellow of the Council
on Litigation Management. #

1962

Dr. Priscilla Nellum Davis
Dr. Priscilla Nellum Davis
(BSEd, MA '72) is professor of
communicative disorders and
president of the Black Faculty
and Staff Association at the
University of Alabama.

1968

Victor L. Robilio Jr.
Victor L. Robilio Jr. (BBA),
a worldwide importer of
wines, spirits and water, was
elected the 50th president of
the Auxiliary to the Memphis
Bar Association. The husband
of Circuit Court Judge Kay
Spalding Robilio (BA '73, JD
'80), he is the first male to hold
that office.

Hayden Lait (JD) was
selected for inclusion in the
2009 The Best Lawyers
in America in the area of
alternative dispute resolution.
He also serves as chair of
the state Alternative Dispute
Resolution Commission and
is an adjunct professor at the
Cecil C. Humphreys School of
Law. •

A. Stephen McDaniel (BBA,
JD '73), an attorney with
Williams, McDaniel, Wolfe &
Womack, was selected by Worth
magazine as one of the top
100 estate planning attorneys in
the country, his second annual
award from the magazine. He
is included in the 2008 edition
of the The Best Lawyers in
America and was again named
in the 2009 edition of Business
TN magazine as one of the top
150 attorneys in Tennessee.

Michael C. Williams (BA, JD
'73) was selected for inclusion
in the 2009 TheBest Lawyers in
America with a specialty in real
estate law. Wlliams practices with
the firm of Evans Petree Bogatin.

1970
Brier Smith Turner (BA),
executive director of the Fire
Museum of Memphis, received
the National Philanthropy Day
Crystal Award for Outstanding
Executive Leader from the
Association of Fundraising
Professionals.

1971
Don Donati (BA '71), an
attorney with the Donati Law
Firm, was selected for inclusion
in the 2009 The Best Lawyers
in America in the area of labor
and employment law.

1972
William M. Morris (BS)
released a cookbook on
competitive barbecue, They
Were Smokin'.The book
highlights 25 years of barbecue
competition at the Memphis in
May International Festival. Morris
lives in Knoxville with his wife,
Susan.

1963
Donald R. Hundley (BBA), a
CPA financial forensics expert
with Donald R. Hundley CPA in
Nashville, received the Certified
Financial Forensics (CFF)
credential from the American
Institute of Certified Public
Accountants.•

Dr. Karen Steckol
Dr. Karen Steckol (MA,
PhD '78) is professor and
chair of the Department of
Communicative Disorders and
president of the Faculty Senate
at the University of Alabama.

1973
Guy Carter (BBA) is president
and managing partner of The
Carter Group, which recently
expanded internationally. <t
Calvin Flowers (BBA) is
president of Calvin's Clocks,
which sells, sen/ices and
restores new and antique
clocks.
Ron Poe (BBA, MBA '78, JD
'79) of The Poe Firm received
the 2008 Tennessee Realtor
Educator of the Year Award
from the Tennessee Association
of Realtors.
Jim Pogue (BSET, MS '75) is
chief of public affairs for the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers'
Memphis District.
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Glen G. Reid
Glen G. Reid (BBA, JD'71), a
member of Wyatt, Tarrant and
Combs, was named among the
150 best lawyers in Tennessee

John Noland
John Noland (JD) was
included in the 2009 The Best
Lawyers in America. Noland
is chair of the commercial
litigation division of Henderson,
Franklin, Starnes & Holt of Fort
Myers, Fla., and general counsel
to several corporate clients.

Joseph B. Walker (JD), an
attorney with Adams and
Reese, was selected for
inclusion in the 2009 The Best
Lawyers in America.

Want more information about
campus-related events?
Visit www.memphis.edu/enews
for the latest happenings!

1975

C. Barry Ward (JD), an
attorney with Glankler Brown,
was named to Mid-South
SuperLawyers.

1974

B. Douglas Earthman (JD),
an attorney with Glankler
Brown, was named to MidSouth SuperLawyers.

Edward J. McKenney Jr.
(BBA, JD '77), a member of
Harris Shelton Hanover Walsh,
was elected treasurer of the
Tennessee Municipal Attorneys
Association. •

1976
David M. Cook (JD) of
the Hardison Law Firm was
included in the 2009 The Best
Lawyers in America. He also
was named to the 2009 MidSouth SuperLawyers list and
was recognized as one of the
150 Best Business Lawyers in
Tennessee by Business TN.
Charles Cottam (BBA, JD '80)
recently formed the law firm of
Magids Cottam in Memphis.

James H. Bolden (BA)
was promoted to director of
police services/public safety
at Southwest Tennessee
Community College.

Charles W. Hill (BA, JD '77),
an attorney with Glankler
Brown, was named to MidSouth SuperLawyers.

1964
Walter Lee Davis Jr. (BBA),
a Johnson City, Tenn., estate
planning and probate attorney,
was selected for inclusion in
SuperLawyers magazine. He
also was named one of the
150 Best Lawyers in Tennessee
by Business TN.«

Dale H. Tuttle
Dale H. Tuttle (BBA, JD '77),
a partner in the law firm of
Glassman, Edwards, Wade &
Wyatt, was reappointed to a
second term on Tennessee's
Judicial Selection Commission.

Carol Warren (BBA) was
appointed bursar for the U
of M. She has been with the
University for more than 15
years, and previously served as
assistant bursar.

Ronald E. Cardwell
Ronald E. Cardwell (JD)
was selected for inclusion
in the 2009 The Best
Lawyers in America in the
areas of administrative and
environmental law. He is a
shareholder with the McNair
Law Firm's Greenville, S.C.,
office.

Judge Tim Dwyer (BA, JD
'80) of General Sessions
Criminal Court and the
Shelby County Drug Court
was honored with the 2008
Chancellor Charles A. Rond
Memorial Award for outstanding
judge of the year. The award is
presented by the Young Lawyer
Division of the Memphis Bar
Association.«
Sanford E. Holmes (BA) of
Dayton, Ohio, received AARP
Ohio's 2008 Andrus Award
for Community Service, the
association's most prestigious
award for volunteer community
service. A retired Air Force
major, Holmes is a substitute
teacher for the Mad River
School District and a former
labor representative for the
Ohio Association of Public
School Employees.

Kini Kedigh Plumlee
Kini Kedigh Plumlee (BA),
editor of Le Bonheur magazine,
received a 2008 Clarion Award
for Magazine Feature Article Internal from the Association
for Women in Communications.
Her story about Le Bonheur
dialysis patient Jermaine
Chamberlain ran in the fall
2007 issue. Plumlee is a
communications specialist for
Le Bonheur Foundation.
Jerry O. Potter (JD) of
the Hardison Law Firm was
included in the 2009 The Best
Lawyers in America. He also
was named to the 2009 MidSouth SuperLawyers list.

James Summers (JD), a
partner in Allen, Summers,
Simpson, Lillie & Gresham,
was named to Mid-South
SuperLawyers in the field of
construction litigation. #
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1977

1979

about one percent of company
employees for their technical
contributions at the enterprise,
industry and international
levels.

G. Harvey Boswell (JD),
federal bankruptcy judge for the
Western District of Tennessee,
was appointed to the Sixth
Circuit Court's Bankruptcy
Appellate Panel.
David Craig (BBA, JD '82) was
promoted to senior manager
with Deloitte Tax.

1980

Dr. Craig Formby
Dr. Craig Formby (MA)
is Distinguished Graduate
Research Professor at the
University of Alabama. He is
known for his research with
tinnitus and has served as a
section editor for the Journalof
Speech Language and Hearing
Research.
R. Hunter Humphreys (JD),
an attorney with Glankler
Brown, was named to MidSouth SuperLawyers. <b

John A. Good (BBA, JD '87)
was selected for inclusion in
the 2009 The Best Lawyers in
America in the areas of banking
law, corporate governance and
compliance, corporate law,
mergers and acquisitions and
securities law. He is an attorney
with Bass, Berry & Sims.
Darryl Harmon (BBA)
was named Wells Fargo
& Co. regional president
for Tennessee, Mississippi,
Alabama and Georgia. He leads
the retail, small business and
business banking operations
in those states and is based in
Atlanta.

1978
John Blumberg (BBA)
earned the designation of
Certified Speaking Professional,
conferred by the National
Speakers Association and
the International Federation
of Professional Speakers.
Blumberg, of Naperville, III.,
has spoken in 10 countries
on three continents and is the
author of Silent Alarm.
Gregg Tingle (BBA) was
named 2008 National Salesman
of the Year for John Morrell Inc.
He and Lorrie Tingle (BBA '79,
BSEd '80) have been married
for 29 years and have two
daughters, Lauren and Lana.
Mona Newsome Wicks
(AN, BSN '81) received the
University of Tennessee Health
Science Center College of
Nursing Outstanding Alumni
Award. She is a professor and
associate dean for research at
the college. <t>
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Blanchard E. Tual
Blanchard E. Tual (MA),
an attorney with Tual Graves,
was selected for inclusion in
the 2009 The Best Lawyers
in America. He is a past
president of the U of M Alumni
Association.

Kay Delaney Hart (MEd) was
named 2008 West Tennessee
Grand Division Teacher of the
Year, recognizing her as one
of the top three teachers in
the state of Tennessee. She
teaches English, drama and
creative writing at Scotts Hill
High School in Henderson
County.

1982
William L. Hendricks Jr.
(BS, JD '85), an attorney with
Glankler Brown, was named to
Mid-South SuperLawyers.

Teri Van Frank (BBA) is
senior vice president and chief
operating officer for Share
One, where she oversees
general operations and
communications.
David Wedaman (MBA),
founder and president of
the intermodal marketing
company ReTransportation, was
inducted into the Society of
Entrepreneurs.
Scott McCormick

1981

Scott McCormick (BBA) was
named executive director of the
Plough Foundation.

as the college's dean and
acting president before being
appointed president in 1995.
Sharon Taylor McKinney (BA)
was named one of "50 Women
Who Make a Difference" by
Memphis Woman magazine.
She is a business enterprise
specialist with the Tennessee
Department of Economic and
Community Development.
Ginger Morgan (BA), executive
director of the Memphis Shelby
County Humane Society, was
named one of "50 Women Who
Make a Difference" by Memphis
Woman magazine.

1984
Kathryn Brinson (MA) joined
the Le Bonheur Foundation as a
director of development.
Russell Fowler (BA, JD '87) is
associate director of Legal Aid
of East Tennessee and adjunct
professor of political science at
the University of Tennessee at
Chattanooga, where he teaches
constitutional law courses. He
is one of the authors of Why
Coolidge Matters, to be pub
lished this summer. Co-authors
include Sen. John Kerry and
former Massachusetts governor
Michael Dukakis. Fowler has,
written more than 40 pub
lications on law and legal history.

1983
Loren R. Grossman (JD) is
an educational advocate who
recently earned her EdD from
the University of Southern
California.

Jimmy Ogle
Jimmy Ogle (BSEd) received
the Spirit of Memphis Award
from the Memphis Convention
& Visitors Bureau for his
contributions to the Memphis
community and to the city's
hospitality industry. Ogle is
vice president of operations
for the Ericson Group Inc.
He also is the clock operator
for Tiger basketball games at
FedExForum.

John M. Emerson
John M. Emerson (BSET)
was named an Associate
Technical Fellow with The
Boeing Company. The Technical
Fellowship Program recognizes

Dr. Mary Ellen Jukoski
(EdD), president of Mitchell
College in New London,
Conn., received the William
Crawford Distinguished
Service Award from the
Chamber of Commerce of
Eastern Connecticut The
award recognized her many
contributions to the college, the
local community and eastern
Connecticut Jukoski served
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

residential and commercial real
estate law.

David Pickler

Dr. Lucindia "Cindi" Chance
Dr. Lucindia "Cindi" Chance
(EdD), dean of the college of
Education at Georgia Southern
University, was named a
Fulbright Specialist by the
J. William Fulbright Foreign
Scholarship Board, the Bureau
of Education and Cultural Affairs
of the Department of State and
the Council for International
Exchange of Scholars. She also
was appointed to the board
of directors of the American
Association of Colleges for
Teacher Education.
Thomas L. Henderson (JD),
a shareholder in Ogletree,
Deakins, Nash, Smoak &
Stewart, was named as
a top lawyer in labor and
employment law in the 2009
The Best Lawyers in America.
Deborah Hester (BBA) is
president and CEO of Girls Inc.«
Suzanne Landers (JD) was
included in the 2009 The Best
Lawyers in America in the area
of alternative dispute resolution.
In 1997 she established The
Landers Firm, which focuses on
family law and mediation.

Laurie M. Thornton
Laurie M. Thornton (JD), an
attorney with Glankler Brown,
received the Frank J. Glankler
Jr. Pro Bono Award. She
concentrates her practice in
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David Pickler (JD) is the
2009 president of the
Tennessee School Boards
Association. Pickler has served
on the Shelby County Board
of Education since 1998. He
is president and CEO of Pickler
Wealth Advisors and managing
partner at the Pickler Law Firm.
Jack Sammons (BBA) was
elected chair of the Tennessee
Athletic Commission.

1986
Mari Burns Lee (MFA) had
three paintings shown in an
exhibit at the Pudong Center
in Shanghai, China: one
enamel on canvas and two
oil on canvas abstracts. The
exhibit was mounted by XU
International Art Gallery of Hot
Springs, Ark. Lee is the founder,
director and instructor at the
Kanis Road Arts Workshop in
Little Rock.

Amy J. Amundsen
Amy J. Amundsen (JD)
presented the seminar "How
to Protect Your Divorce Client
During These Hard Economic
Times - Some Helpful Tax and
Bankruptcy Tips" at the National
Continuing Legal Education
Institute in Vail, Colo. She is a
partner with the firm of Rice
Amundsen & Caperton and
has been selected as a fellow
of both the American Bar
Foundation and the American
Academy of Matrimonial
Lawyers. *
Julie Buckner Armstrong
(MA) edited The Civil
Rights Reader: American
Literature from Jim Crow to
Reconciliation, an anthology
of drama, essays, fiction and
poetry about the civil rights
movement. She is an associate
professor of English at the
University of South Florida.

John Ogle (BBA, MBA '04)
is chief financial officer of
Luminetx, which develops
and commercializes medical
products and biometric
technologies.

Photos submitted to The University of
Memphis Magazine for "Columns" must
meet minimum print requirements. Hard
copy photography should be no smaller
than 2 x 3 and of original quality - no
color laser copies or inkjet outputs, please.
Electronic files should be no smaller than
600 x 900 pixels. Contact Gaby Maxey
at gmaxey@memphis.edu
for more information.

Kathilynn "Kat" Phillips
(JD), a former Shelby County
assistant district attorney,
screened her award-winning
film Chasing the White Dragon
at the Indie Memphis Film
Festival. Phillips wrote, directed
and produced the film, which
won a best screenplay award
at its world premiere at the
Rhode Island International Film
Festival.

Tucker Beck
Tucker Beck (BBA) received
the 2008 Volunteer of the
Year Award for service to the
Memphis Italian Festival. He
has been in commercial estate
with Crye-Leike Commercial
Inc. for 14 years and is a
member of the Memphis Area
Association of Realtors.
Michael Burose (BBA) joined
the city of Memphis as a senior
investment analyst. He also is
a member of the city's Pension
Investment Committee.

1988
C. Rice Byars Jr. (JD), an
attorney with Shelton Hanover
Walsh, was included in the
2009 The Best Lawyers in
America.
Marilyn Iskiwitz Califf (MFA)
showed her acrylic painting
'Turkey: Crossroads of the
World" at Artists on Central
during the 2008 Memphis
in May International Festival
honoring Turkey. One of Califfs
paper collages, "Illuminated
Illusions," has been chosen for
a juried exhibition by Artists'
Link, a volunteer art group.
Brenda Evans (BSN) received
the award for Health Care
Provider Non-Physician at the
Memphis Business Journal's
10th annual Health Care
Heroes Awards. Evans is a
family nurse practitioner for
Baptist Memorial Health Care
Operation Outreach.

Michael Turkiewicz
Michael Turkiewicz (BBA)
moved to Bangkok, Thailand, to
pursue business opportunities
related to the Web industry
and to experience Asia with his
family. He and his wife, Christel,
have three children, Tristan,
Trafford and Blythe.

1989
Kenneth E. Barnes (BS, MS
'98, JD '07) is an attorney with
the Crone & Mason Intellectual
Property Law Practice Group.
His focus is on patent and
trademark protection. Previously
Barnes was a senior research
technologist for the Scientific
Imaging Shared Resource at
St. Jude Children's Research
Hospital.
Marvin Ellison (BBA) was
promoted to executive vice
president of U.S. stores for
The Home Depot. He is the
first African-American in Home
Depot's executive suites.
Barry Frager (JD) of The
Frager Law Firm received
the Federal Bar Association
Immigration Law Section
Commendation for Excellence
in Providing Continuing Legal
Education in Immigration Law.
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John E. "Trey" Trainum Ml
(BBA, MBA '90) is a sales
representative for Oakman
Hardwood Inc. of Oakman,
Ala., where he is responsible
for marketing and logistics of
the company's domestic and
import/export lumber and
industrial wood products.

1990
Carol Kennemore Kleywegt
(BBA) married Dr. Anton J.
Kleywegt in Atlanta on Feb. 16,
2008, and celebrated a second
ceremony with the groom's
family in Cape Town, South
Africa, in July. Carol is director
of marketing for Moneta Corp.,
a financial sen/ices software
company in Atlanta. The couple
lives in Smyrna, Ga.
Corey B. Trotz (JD) was
included in the list of Top 100
SuperLawyers in Tennessee
and Top 50 SuperLawyers in
Memphis by Law & Politics.
He is a member of Nahon,
Saharovich & Trotz.

Tyrannosaurus Press and will
see the release of his first
novel A Mage of None Magic,
in September. This past March
his short story, "The Swing,"
was selected as a 2009 Darrell
Award finalist
Christopher C. Lazarini
(JD), an attorney with Bass,
Berry & Sims, was selected for
inclusion in the 2009 The Best
Lawyers in America in the area
of alternative dispute resolution.

Terry N. McKee
Terry N. McKee (BBA) and
Michelle Lyles McKee (BBA)
are celebrating their 10th
business anniversary as owners
of KeeFORCE, a company
that provides outsourced
information technology services
to corporations.
Stephanie Richardson (MS),
an independent executive
director with The Pampered
Chef, received Top Performance
Cluster Awards for personal
sales, personal recruits, first
line cluster sales, overall cluster
sales and balanced business.

1992
LeeAnn Christopherson
(BFA) created Dream Team
Nursery, which offers a line of
officially licensed collegiate baby
bedding and nursery items.«

Amy Weirich (JD) was named
chief prosecutor of the Shelby
County District Attorney's Gang
and Narcotics Prosecution Unit.
Cmdr. Mark Wheeler (BA)
is serving as supply officer on
the Seattle-based aircraft carrier
USSJohn C. Stennis, where
he manages 13 officers and
600 sailors. He most recently
completed tours as executive
assistant to the chief of the
Navy Supply Corps and at
the Navy Headquarters at the
Pentagon in Washington, D.C

Paul J. Posey (JD) was
appointed chief operating
officer of Sedgwick Claims
Management Services Inc.
He had been executive vice
president
Phillip Renfroe (BBA) was
named president and CEO of
Community Bank in Lexington,
Tenn. He had been vice
president since 2003. Renfroe
and his wife, Dachelle Reeves
Renfroe (BSN '94), have
three children. The youngest,
Jack Trevor, was born last
Thanksgiving.

A. Christopher Drown
signed a publishing deal with
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1995

Lyle Udell (BBA) was
promoted to senior manager
with the Assurance and
Enterprise Rush Services
practice of Deloitte & Touche.
Lew Wardlaw (BA, MPA
'99, JD '03) was selected to
participate in the Tennessee Bar
Association's 2009 Leadership
Law program. Wardlaw is
an attorney with Martin Tate
Morrow & Marston.«

William H. "Trey" Watkins III
William H. "Trey" Watkins
III (BBA) was promoted to
member at Watkins Uiberall
certified public accounting and
financial advisory firm. •
Darryl Gresham
Darryl Gresham (JD) a
partner in Allen, Summers,
Simpson, Lillie & Gresham,
was selected as a fellow of the
Memphis Bar Foundation.

1994
1996
Elizabeth Neff Lemmonds
(BA, MA '00) is communications
and marketing liaison with The
Leadership Academy. •

John H. Clark III (BBA)
published his first book, God's
Heartbeat. Clark has been a
Navy officer for the past 25
years and holds an MBA from
the Naval Postgraduate School
in Monterey, Calif. The book
draws on his experiences in Iraq
as well as service aboard ships,
submarines and at air stations.

Dan Murrell (MA), director
of planned giving for the U of
M, was named Outstanding
Fundraising Executive by
the Memphis chapter of the
Association of Fundraising
Professionals. *

Eric Melkent (BFA) was
promoted to vice president
for brand development at
carpenter/sullivan/sossaman.

Steve Townsdin (JD) joined
Domico Kyle as an associate
attorney. He previously was a
senior assistant city attorney
for Memphis and served as
co-counsel for the Memphis
Charter Commission.

1993

Glenn Knight (BBA) married
Amy Watts of Oklahoma City
in June. Glenn is theMidwest
sales manager with AmeriForce
Publishing Inc, which publishes
military consumer magazines
and guides for all branches of
the military and their families.

A Christopher Drown

Walt Schuler (BBA), a
shareholder in the law firm
of Evans Petree Bogatin,
was elected to the executive
council of the Tennessee Bar
Association health law section.

Emily C. Moth (BA) is
senior sales consultant to
the Nashville office of BCG
Systems Inc., a technology
solutions provider company
headquartered in Akron, Ohio.

Kirk Caraway
Kirk Caraway (BA, JD '97),
a partner in Allen, Summers,
Simpson, Lillie & Gresham,
was named a rising star in the
field of labor and employment
litigation by Mid-South
SuperLawyers. Caraway also
received the Sam A. Myar Jr.
Memorial Award from the
Memphis Bar Association as a
young lawyer who has rendered
outstanding service to the
Memphis and Shelby County
legal profession and community.

1998
Kristee Bell (BSEd) is director
of MemphisConnect, a program
of the Leadership Academy that
helps Memphis corporations
recruit and retain talented
employees.
Craig C. Conley (JD) joined
Baker, Donelson, Bearman,
Caldwell & Berkowitz. He
concentrates his practice
in business litigation with a
focus on health services and
products. Previously he was
in-house counsel for FedEx.

Melissa Meador Robinson
(BA, MAT '01) is coordinator of
Pre-K-6th Clinical Experiences
in the U of M College of
Education's Office of School
Based Clinical Practice. She
lives in Arlington with her
husband, Jeff Robinson (BBA
'00), and their son, Pierce.
Terry Tutor (MFA) and his wife,
Mary Monk-Tutor, published a
coffee table-style book, Drug
Store Soda Fountains of the
Southeast, which features 50
soda fountains still in operation,
several of them in Tennessee.
Tutor did all the photography
for the book.

Micah Z. Duke
Micah Z. Duke (BBA, MS '99)
joined Joseph Decosimo and
Company as a tax manager.
Before joining the firm he
worked in public accounting for
nine years.
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Brian S. Faughnan (JO),
an attorney with Adams
and Reese, was selected for
inclusion in the 2009 The Best
Lawyers in America.

1999
Jennifer Brereton (BBA) has
been promoted to marketing
manager for Terminix.•
Brandon L. Cooper (BBA)
was named vice president
and commercial relationship
manager for Trustmark Bank. <h

2002

Michael L. Russell (JD) was
selected to participate in the
Tennessee Bar Association's
2009 Leadership Law program.
Russell is managing partner
at Gilbert Russell McWherter
in Jackson, Tenn., where
his practice is devoted to
employee rights law.»

Lisa Lucas (BSN) earned
a master's degree in nurse
anesthesia from Arkansas State
University. She is a certified
registered nurse anesthetist
and co-clinical coordinator
at the Memphis VA Medical
Center. <tr

2000

2003

Laura Stephens Martin
(MHA, JD '07) joined Harris
Shelton Hanover Walsh, where
she concentrates her practice
in general, civil and commercial
litigation.

Wade Hinton
Wade Hinton (JD) received
the Top 45 Under 45 Award
from the Tennessee NAACP.
The award recognizes young
professionals who demonstrate
leadership excellence. Hinton is
an attorney in the Chattanooga
office of Miller & Martin.

Tony Silva (BM, MM '03,
DMA '08, JD '08) joined
Jackson Lewis, a national labor
and employment law firm,
as an associate in the Global
Immigration Practice Group. #

Ewelina Suchacka-McBroom
(BBA, MA '05) earned a
master of science degree in
mathematics from Tarleton
State University in 2008 and
is pursuing a doctorate in
mathematics education at Texas
State University.

2004
Andre B. Mathis

Jody Lappi
Jody Lappi (BBA) was
promoted to manager in the
Atlanta office of Carr, Riggs &
Ingram, an accounting and
business consulting firm.

Keith F. Schmitt (BBA,
MBA '03) is chief financial
relationship manager for
Kelman-Lazarov Inc.

2005
Eric H. Espey (JD) is a partner
in the Beasley Law Firm.
Kacey L. Faughnan (JD), an
attorney with Wyatt, Tarrant
& Combs, participated in the
Memphis Bar Association's
Leadership Forum.

Robert M. Sloan (BBA) is
an affiliate broker with The
Shopping Center Group.
Nicole Ward (BA) is a
marketing assistant for the
Memphis Symphony Orchestra.

2006
Vanessa M. Cross (JD)
was appointed to the 2009
Bankruptcy Court Liaison
Committee for the U.S.
Bankruptcy Court, Western
District of Tennessee.•
Cynthia Randolph-Ray (BSN)
is a registered nurse in the
Labor and Delivery Department
at Bloomington Hospital. She is
pursuing her master's degree
at Indiana University-Purdue
University Indianapolis to
become a nurse practitioner.
Randolph-Ray also volunteers
at a pregnancy center. •

Kimberly N. Galloway

Rashawn Ray
Rashawn Ray (BA) is a PhD
candidate in the Sociology
Department at Indiana University,
where he teaches race and ethnic
relations. He is the coordinator of
the Real Life MentoringAcademy
and also manages www.
EngageDiversity.net.

Kimberly N. Galloway
(JD), an attorney with the
Nahon Saharovich & Trotz
auto/workers compensation
litigation group, was selected
to participate in a Leadership
Forum sponsored by the
Memphis Bar Association.
Tommy L. White (BBA) is vice
president of development for
Chamberlain & McCreery Inc. #
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Jeremy L. McBroom (BPS)
was promoted to the rank of
captain in the U.S. Army.

2007

2001

Michelle Jiang (MBA, MS '03)
was promoted to manager at
Deloitte & Touche.

Karl Chambless (BA) is
serving on the Board of
Aldermen of Oakland, Tenn. •

Andre B. Mathis (BA), an
attorney with Glankler Brown,
was named to the board of
directors of the Ben F. Jones
Chapter of the National Bar
Association.

Christian Townsend (BBA) is
owner of Public-I Productions,
which markets and produces
custom-made recognition
plaques.

Barry "Skipper" Bondurant
(MS) is administrator and CEO
of Baptist Memorial HospitalUpton.

Ashley Smith (BBA) was
promoted to manager at
Deloitte & Touche.
Brienne Smith (BBA, MBA
'04) is a client services
manager with Legacy Wealth
management and a Certified
Financial Planner.

Win Rawson (JD), general
counsel for Benefit Recovery
Inc., has been named
president. He also retains a
position at Lawrence & Russell,
and divides his time between
duties there and at Benefit
Recovery.
Terrence Reed (JD) was
selected to participate in the
Tennessee Bar Association's
2009 Leadership Law program.
Reed is a senior attorney in the
Employee Litigation Group at
FedEx Express.

Thomas Rimes (MM) presented
the premiere performance of his
first full-length opera, The Long
Ride Home, atthe Independent
Theatre in North Sydney, Australia.

Name a space in the new University Center!The new UC, soon to be the heart of the
U of M campus, is only a few monthsfrom completion. Naming opportunities have been
identified, and with a minimum gift of $10,000, you can create your or a loved one's legacy in this
new focal point of campus - all while investing in our students for generations to come.
To leam more about naming opportunities in the new UC, visit saweb.memphis.edu/uc/newuc
or contact Kelly Davis, Director of Development, at kdavis9@memphis.edu or (901) 678-4299.

MEMPHIS
& Sims. He had served as a law
clerk for Judge Holly M. Kirby of
the Tennessee Court of Appeals.

Dreamers. Thinkers. Doers.
Suheir Rasul (MA) is
co-director of the Jerusalem
office of Search for Common
Ground, an international non
profit organization focusing
on conflict transformation and
collaborative problem solving.

2008

Dusty "Dizzy D" Warren
(BA) hit No. 1 on Billboard
magazine's hot singles sales
chart with his song "What It Be
Like." The song also was ranked
in the top 100 airplay chart for
R&B and hip-hop songs on the
radio.

Marty Sullivan (BSEd) is a
corporate account executive
in ticket sales with Memphis
Motorsports Park.

Kevin Hudson

Nolan M. Johnson
Nolan M. Johnson (JD) joined
the litigation practice in the
Memphis office of Bass, Berry
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Kevin Hudson (JD) joined
the litigation department in the
Chattanooga office of Miller &
Martin.

www.memphis.edu/alumni ^
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The University of Memphis Alumni Association expresses sympathy to the families and friends of the following individuals:

ALUMNI
(Listed alphabetically by graduation date)

1920s-30s
H. Lowery Haynie '36, Sept. '08

1940S-50S
Maynard Eugenia Davidson '40, Nov. '08
Shirley France '41, '48, Nov. '08
Mark Harrison Littleton '41, Dec '08
Clifton P. Milton 41, Oct '08
Hugh Edward Reed '41, Dec '08
Frances Meek Thompson '41, Oct '08
Virginia Bowman Blackburn '42, '68, Dec '08
Martha Louise Buchanan '42, '61, Sept '08
Thomas Edwin "Pete" Sisson '50, Jan. '09
Virginia Carolyn Coscia McDaniel '51, Jan. '09
Everette W. McFadden Jr. '51, Dec 08
Vernon Street '51, Oct '08
Ricco Gatti Jr. '52, '53, Sept '08
Oscar Edwin Reece '52, Oct'08
Richard M. Adeiman '53, Aug. '08
James Michael Dills '55, Sept '08
Thomas L. Jackson Jr. '55, Sept '08
Sarah Emerson '56, '58, Aug. '08
Patricia Ann Terry '57, Oct '08
Herbert Morris '58, '69, Nov.'08
Josephine Mahaffey Raines '58, Nov. '08
Sidney E. Poindexter Jr. '59, April '08

1960s-70s

Dr. Charles Dean McAdams Jr. '61, Oct '08
Dr. Victor M. Coury '63, Nov '08
Jimmie Darrell Fouts '63, Dec '08
Joseph Lee Jr. '63, '66, Oct. '08
Robert R. Willis Jr. '63, Nov. 08
Peggy W. Anderson '64, Nov. '08
Dr. Andrew Finley Johnson '64, Nov '08
Allen Bryan Wood '64, Sept '08
Frank H. Gray '65, Oct. '08
Alice Messer '66, Oct. '08
Lady Frankine Rutland Sullivan Frost '67, Sept '08
James Overton Bacon '68, Dec '08
Annie Marie Dolan '68, '72, Oct '08
Gail Robinson '68, Oct '08
Neddy Rawls Brookshaw '69, Dec '08
Alice Nunn Clough '69, Dec. '08
Joyce Lepper Williams '69, Nov. '08
Jane Gulley Gardner '70, July '08
Haskel Davy Harrison '70, Dec '08
Judith Peters '70, Jan. '09
Doris Avery Lamphere Ferguson '71, Nov. '08
Louis E. Wells III '71, April '08
Jay Levin '72, Nov. '08
Karen Louise Borth '73, '96, Jan. '09
Charles H. White '73, Sept 08
Annie Polk Smith Fields 76, Oct '08
Jack H. Scott '76, Oct '08
Ula Lerline Westmoreland '76, Aug. '08
Jean Bowman Stengle '77, Dec '08
Charles Leon Harrison '78, Nov. '08
William Leigh Meux Jr. '78, Dec '08
John Mark Ragsdale '79, Dec 08

Clyde Edward Brewer '60, Oct '08
Locke Evans Dillard '60, Dec '08
Littleton Rodney Richards '60, '72, Sept '08

1980s-90s

Sam Zambelis '81, '85, Aug. '08
Dorothy Wilson Anderson '82, Oct '08
Alyce Cannon '82, Dec '08
Bret W. Mock '82, Jan. '09
Carol J. Mulling '86, '91, Nov. '08
Sheila Francine Cochran '91, Oct. '08
Darlene Ann Gilding '92, Jan. '09
Leroy Clay McCargo Jr. '92, Sept '08
Ann Little Trammell 92, '93, Sept '08
Camille Nunnally '93, Nov. '08
Dixie Elaine Ashley '95, Dec.'08
Charles R. Howerton '96, Dec '08
Stephanie Leigh Richman '97, Aug. '08
David Thomas Spangler '98, Jan. '09
Charles B. Buckner '99, '04, '06,Jan. '09

2000s

Benjamin Robert Davis '00, Dec. '08
Amelia Anne Bartholomew '06, Jan. '09

FACULTY/STAFF

Dr. S. Wali Abdi, Oct '08
Murray Armstrong, Nov. '08
Barbara A. Vatter Hudson, Nov. 'C
Dr. Carol Purtle, Dec. '08
Dr. Pierre Secher, Nov '08

FRIENDS

Dr. W. Harry Feinstone, Nov. '08
Helen Mosher Hardin, Nov '08
H. T. "Tommy" Powell, Nov. '08

:e R. Taylor '80, Dec '08

Alumni Association
National Executive Board of Directors: Martin Zummach (BS '85,JD'93), President; Mark Long(BSEE '85), Vice President for Membership;Renee DeGutis
(BS '83), Vice President of Programs and Events;Paul Jewell (BA '78), Vice President of Communications; MikeNeal (BBA '96, MA '98), VicePresident of
Finance; Rob Evans (MBA '97), Past President; Kim Barnett (BBA '95, EMBA '99); Walter Crews (BPS'84, MS'91); Melinda Edwards (BSEd '74,MPA '75); Terry
Morris (BBA '91); Deanie Parker (MPA '88); CoreyPettigrew (BSEd '00, BA '01,MA '05); Jim Strickland (BBA'86, JD '89);Judge Robert Childers (BBA '71 JD
'74); Allie Prescott (BA '69,JD '72); Anita Vaughn (BA '77,MPA '83); Mark Schuermann (BA'90); Cathy Ross (MBA '82)
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Club and Chapter Presidents: Arts & Sciences: Eric Robertson (BA'03); AUSP: Kate Jolly (MA'05); Band: GregNelson (BA '88); Business & Economics:
Georgetta Carr (MBA '01); Engineering: Lindsey Waugh (BSME '04);Fraternity Alumni Advisory Council: Coble Caperton (JD'79); Half Century Club :J.B.
"Pappy" Latimer (BS '52); IMBA:Aymeric Martinoia (IMBA '04); Journalism: Mark Thompson (BA '82); Law:John Bobango (JD '83); Luther C McClellan:
Andrew Bailey (BBA '00, MBA '05);Music Society: Tommie Pardue (BSD '68,MM '71); Nursing:Jessica Edwards (BSN '02); Student Ambassador Board: Brent
Ostrom (pursuing degree);Theatre and Dance: Josie Helming(BFA '67); University College: DottieSpikner (BPS '95); Nashville Law:Todd Presnell (JD '95)
Out of Town Groups: Atlanta (Don Sparkman - BSEE '87); Austin (Northern Sherrod - BA '00); New England/Boston (Bob Canfield- BBA '59);
Chattanooga (Amy Williams — BA '03); Charlotte (John R. Bradford, III -EMBA '00); Chicago (Jeniene Wiseman -BS '03); Dallas (Gary Crooms '81);
Denver (Jason Smiley - BS'98, MA '03);Eastern Pennsylvania (Connor Morganti - BA '96); Houston (Robert Stephens - BSEE '90); Jackson, MS;Jackson,
TN; Los Angeles/SoCal (Patricia Rainer - BA '75); Lower Alabama (Robert Murphree - BBA '76); Montgomery, AL;Nashville (Mike Dodd - JD '01); New
Orleans (Steven McCullar - BA '97); New York City (Janet Griffin - BS '95); Orlando (Katie Schwie Perrine - BA '00); San Antonio (Marcus Jones - BEE '01V
San Diego/SoCal (Nirav Bhakta - BBA '03); St Louis (Dennis Breakstone- BBA '92); Tampa (Bob Riggins - BBA '70, MS '80); Tulsa OK' Washington D C
(Terry Rhea - BA '00)
Alumni Staff: Executive Director of the U of M Alumni Associationand Director of Alumni and Constituent Relations: Tammy Hedges;Assistant Director:
Lauren Isaacman (BA '01, MA '05);Alumni Coordinators: Joe Biggers, Shawn Carter (BA '92, MS '04), Chelsea Dubey, Fariss AdamsIvev (BBA '001 Rvan
Jones (BA '05)
Alumni Administrative Staff: Gwen Cook, JennahGreen (BA '08), Lyndsi Potts (BFA '07)
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Sanderson
(BBA.'68, JD '71)
University of
Memphis Alumni
Association
Life Member
2008 Distinguished
Alumnus Award
Recipient
Association Membership
Spokesperson
Actor
Among his acting
credits are:

True Blood
Lonesome Dove
Deadwood
Blade Runner
Newhart
Coal Miner's Daughter
The Client
Cods and Generals
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for a special message from
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